 TRUE/FALSE QUIZ: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Early Care and Education Program Standards

1. Head Start Program Performance Standards (HSPPS) apply to ALL programs delivering the HS Program, regardless of the setting type (e.g., family child care home, child care center, Head Start program facility). Health and safety in HS and EHS programs are governed by the Head Start Performance Standards (see https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/standards/hspps) and the Head Start Act (see http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/standards/law). The Office of Head Start also provides guidance and direction through applicable Information Memorandums  and Policy Clarifications .

2. Child Care Licensing Requirements pertain to state (and/or local ordinance) regulations and standards that programs caring for children (e.g., child care centers, family child care homes, preschools, etc. depending on a given state) must meet to protect children’s health and safety in that environment.  These requirements are most often referred to as minimum health and safety standards (see http://childcareaware.org/child-care-providers/program-planning/health-and-safety).

3. Caring for Our Children (CFOC) Standards were developed by the National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care and Early Education, Caring for Our Children: National Health and Safety Performance Standards. These also include two shorter versions, Stepping Stones and CFOC Basics.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Stepping Stones is an earlier, shortened version of CFOC. In 1992, the American Public Health Association (APHA) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) developed and published the first edition of CFOC, which was recognized by the early childhood field as the leading set of national standards for health and safety in child care programs. Since that time, Stepping Stones was developed (1997) to identify a subset of standards in CFOC that, when practiced, could prevent serious harm and injury to children in child care settings and serve as a companion piece to CFOC. To date, now three separate editions of Stepping Stones have been released—the most recent edition based on CFOC3 (released in 2011). It is the collection of selected CFOC3 standards which, when put into practice, are most likely to prevent serious adverse outcomes in child care and early education settings.
Caring for Our Children Basics: Health and Safety Foundations for Early Care and Education Basics represents the minimum health and safety standards experts believe should be in place where children are cared for outside of their homes. Caring for our Children Basics seeks to reduce the conflicts and redundancy found in program standards linked to multiple funding streams. Caring for our Children Basics should not 7 be construed to represent all standards that should be present to achieve the highest quality of care and early learning. For example, the caregiver training requirements outlined in these standards are designed only to prevent harm to children, not to ensure their optimal development and learning. Caring for our Children Basics is the result of work from both federal and non-federal experts and is founded on Caring for Our Children: National Health and Safety Performance Standards; Guidelines for Early Care and Education Programs, Third Edition.
These voluntary national standards are a collection of best practices on quality health and safety policies and practices that should be followed whenever possible, or at least used as an ideal resource, in today’s early care and education settings (See http://cfoc.nrckids.org/). The reason these standards are so important is because, when put into practice, they are most likely to prevent serious adverse outcomes (i.e., disease or injury, disability or death) in child care and early education settings.

4. Exempt Status—Most states license care in child care centers, family child care and group family care homes, for-profit business and not-for-profits. However, some states exempt particular child care centers, family child care homes, and/or preschool programs from child care licensing (Payne, 2011; See NARA & NCCIC, 2009). Basically, that means they don’t necessarily have to “follow the same rules” or meet the same standards as other child care programs/settings that provide care for children outside children’s own homes. This creates gaps in the protections offered to children.

This means, when it comes to health and safety, some early care and education environments that are exempt from licensure may choose to protect children’s health, safety, and well-being by voluntarily meeting health and safety standards (their own or other established standards), but they don’t necessarily have to and, unless they are under the standards and enforcement of another agency (e.g., Department of Education, etc.), they are not monitored.  

Previously, exempt providers in some states were able to receive federal subsidies for children in their care.  The reauthorization of the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG, see http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ/ccdf-reauthorization) now requires child care providers receiving federal funding to meet minimum health and safety requirements providing greater protection for children across more settings (https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/health/ccdbg/ccdbg-required-health-safety-training.html).

5. Head Start (HS) and Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships (EHS-CCP) are programs that must meet the same standards regardless of their geographic location or program setting type. However, child care, family child care, and Pre-K represent many different types of programs and settings across thousands of different local communities, states, and regions across our nation—and in each state these health and safety standards are different.

6. Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) is the primary funding source for child care subsidies, health and safety protections, and many child care quality initiatives. CCDF was authorized under the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (CCDBG) and reauthorized (renewed) in 2014. One reason CCDF is so important to providers is because when you are receiving CCDF monies for subsidized children, all children in the program benefit.
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