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How Can Caregivers Keep Children Safe?
	Key Messages: 

	· Providers and programs that maintain compliance are most often those offering safe, quality care to children and their families.

· Maintaining compliance means that providers and programs are meeting the necessary standards on an ongoing basis.

· Providers and programs that are not able to maintain compliance risk offering low quality care to children, losing their funding, losing their license and other adverse actions.

· The steps programs take to meet and continue to meet regulations, standards, goals, and objectives make up an ongoing monitoring system.

· We can use monitoring tools to collect data that tell us how well we are meeting our standards or where we need to make improvements throughout our programs.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]We can use recommended best practices and standards, such as Caring for Our Children (CFOC) Basics, to help us understand how to make identified improvements that benefit children, staff, programs, and families.

· Involving families, staff, Policy Council, committees or Boards of Directors in monitoring increases their understanding and commitment to the health and safety of programs.
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