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Online Resources *
The following list of online resources provide useful information and templates available to download and modify.
	RESOURCE
	DESCRIPTION
	Topics

	First Children’s Finance
http://www.firstchildrensfinance.org/online-resources/
	Many available resources for center-based programs including tools & knowledge building articles. Topics include business planning, budget, cost & cash flow projections, cost per child, recordkeeping, & many more. Also includes links to other useful websites. 
	Budgeting, Internal Controls, Financial Reporting, Cost Projections

	Wisconsin Early Childhood Association-Business Practices Tutorial 
http://businesspracticestutorial.weebly.com/
	Unique visual map of income & expense budget categories that allows the user to drill down into the details of each major cost category. Tools & templates available including line item budgets, income & expense categories & tracking forms, meal tracker, budget review template, etc. 
	Budgeting, Internal Controls, Financial Reporting, Cost Projections

	Tom Copeland Blog
http://tomcopelandblog.com/
Ask Tom Copeland (YouTube)
https://www.youtube.com/user/asktomcopeland
	Primarily a resource for family child care providers however there are some resources for center-based providers. Offers podcasts, videos, handout, books, etc. Topics covered include recordkeeping, tax organization, money management, financial goal setting, business planning. Resources on these topics available for download, mostly instructional, not as many templates.
	Budgeting, Internal Controls, Financial Reporting

	Provider Cost of Quality Calculator
https://www.ecequalitycalculator.com
	Office of Child Care web-based tool that calculates the cost of quality-based on provider data entered. While primarily intended for state policymakers, providers can enter their own data & then manipulate different costs to see the potential bottom line impact. Data entered can be saved by each provider so that they can log in anytime to create scenarios with different variables that impact the businesses bottom line. Beneficial to those looking to project the cost impacts of program changes (i.e. QRIS levels). Not intended to be used as a budgeting tool. Requires knowledge of business costs & understanding of how to manipulate cost drivers.
	Cost Projections

	Association for Early Learning Leaders
http://www.earlylearningleaders.org/
	Membership fee required to access Leadership Toolkits which include webinars, conferences, online resources, training, etc. In process of improving website & possibly offering more resources free to general public. 
	Budgeting, Cost Projections

	Child Care Aware
http://www.childcareaware.org/child-care-providers
	Checklists, worksheets, links to funding opportunities, information on taxes, links to First Children’s Finance. State by State resources provide connections to local child care resource & referral agencies allowing for state specific resources. 
	Budgeting, Internal Controls, Financial Reporting, Cost Projections

	Early Childhood Investigations Webinars
http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/
	Free webinars for early childhood providers. Topics cover much more than business but some topics include – business 101, risk management, shared services.
	Budgeting, Financial Reporting, Cost Projections

	Child Care Exchange
https://www.childcareexchange.com/catalog/keyword/administration/
	Paid magazine subscription, articles on demand, & books for sale. Finance specific resource: ‘Managing Money: A Center Director's Guidebook’. No free handouts, templates, tools. 
	Budgeting, Financial Reporting, Cost Projections

	The Care Course School, Inc. – Money Management course
http://www.carecourses.com/Ecommerce/CourseDetail.aspx?ItemID=117 
	Fee charged for courses. Many courses on other subjects however this is the only one specifically identified as fiscal.
	Budgeting, Financial Reporting, Cost Projections


* The views expressed in these resources are those of the author(s). No official endorsement by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services or the NCECQA is intended or should be inferred.
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