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Resources To Support Standards Alignment With Caring for Our Children Basics

Caring for Our Children Basics: Health and Safety Foundations for Early Care and Education represents the minimum health and safety standards that experts believe should be in place where children are cared for outside their own homes, whether in home-based programs or center-based facilities. Although the use of this resource is voluntary, the Administration for Children and Families hopes it will help States, Territories, Tribes, and other entities work to improve health and safety standards in both licensing systems and quality rating and improvement systems (QRIS).

The National Center on Early Childhood Quality Assurance (ECQA Center) has developed two tools for comparing and aligning state and national early childhood program standards to the recommended standards in Caring for Our Children (CFOC) Basics.

Caring for Our Children Basics Health and Safety Standards Alignment Tool

Caring for Our Children Basics Health and Safety Standards Alignment Tool for Child Care Centers and Family Child Care Homes is an easy-to-use resource that helps States and Territories compare their current early childhood program requirements and standards to the recommended health and safety standards in CFOC Basics. Users can indicate whether their standards reflect full, partial, or no alignment with each CFOC Basics standard.

National Programs Standards Crosswalk Tool

[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Programs Standards Crosswalk Tool is a resource for States and Territories that are developing and aligning program standards for licensing, QRIS, and/or prekindergarten programs. Users can search and compare the content of several sets of national standards (e.g., Head Start, accreditation, CFOC standards). Recently, the full set of CFOC Basics standards was added. Users can view program standards across 10 topic areas and several subtopic areas or can conduct a keyword search, and search results can be downloaded into a Microsoft Excel file.

A brief demonstration of the tool was developed by ECQA Center staff as part of the Office Hours videos series for Early Head Start – Child Care Partnerships.
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