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Family child care[footnoteRef:1] (FCC) - child care provided within a caregiver’s home - is a critical component of the national child care system.  Nationally, about one in four children (24 percent) receiving child care funded by the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program are cared for in family child care.[footnoteRef:2]  Parents choose family child care for a variety of reasons including:  flexible hours, which are especially important given many parents’ nontraditional work schedules; location, which is neighborhood based, thus eliminating transportation barriers; mixed age groups, allowing siblings to be cared for together; generally lower cost; and an intimate, home-like setting that is compatible with the cultural and linguistic needs of the child and her family.	Comment by Jessica Sager: I know terminology gets complicated here. You might want to put in a footnote explaining that you’re using “family child care” here to refer to all care provided in the caregivers’ home, but that the term can also be used to refer to licensed care specifically, while family, friend and neighbor care is used to refer to unlicensed care arrangements. Or, you can leave this sentence as is, but then add the footnote at the beginning of the full document. 	Comment by Michele Adams: Ashleigh/Amy- Can you assist with phrasing and formatting this footnote? [1:  The term ‘family child care’ refers to all care provided in the caregivers’ home.  The term can also be used to refer to licensed care specifically, while ‘family, friend and neighbor care’ is used to refer to unlicensed care arrangements.]  [2:  Administration for Children and Families, Office of Child Care, Family Child Care Brief, 2016 retrieved from: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/occ_fcc_brief.pdf] 

High-quality child care is determined by program quality and not by the type of child care setting. Given the growing recognition of family child care as a significant sector of the early care and education field, there is a need for understanding effective quality improvement approaches that engage and sustain provider participation in regulatory systems and quality improvement initiatives. 
Research has identified predictors of quality in family child care, which include licensing, professional support, training, financial resources, and provider experience.[footnoteRef:3]  Family child care networks or collaborative partnerships providing a menu of supports such as these, offered in local communities, provided in multiple languages where needed, and led by culturally competent trainers and coaches with specialized training in family child care, are a promising strategy for states and local communities seeking to build the supply of high-quality family child care.   [3:  Raikes, H., Torquati, J., Jung, E., Peterson, C., Atwater, J., Scott, J., and Messner, L. (2013). Family child care in four Midwestern states: Multiple measures of quality and relations to outcomes by licensed status and subsidy participation. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 28(4), 879–892; Forry, N., Iruka, I., Tout, K., Torquati, J., Susman-Stillman, A., Bryant, D., and Daneri, M.P. (2013). Predictors of quality and child outcomes in family child care settings. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 28(4), 893–904.  ] 

Peer support, including opportunities to socialize, build relationships and problem solve with other providers, is also important as family child care can be isolating.  Family child care providers have limited access to information, training, and resources on quality child care or quality improvement opportunities. They can also find it difficult to attend offsite trainings during the day when they are providing care to children with little or no backup staffing support. Some are English language learners who may face barriers accessing content in their primary language. Therefore, promising strategies include offering group trainings on evenings and weekends, delivering content in multiple languages, and including opportunities for socializing and relationship building. 
Family child care providers need support to address the barriers identified above and meet new licensing and higher quality standards. These supports, together with payment rates sufficient to support quality, can ensure that families receiving CCDF program funds continue to have access to the full range of child care settings. CCDF grantees can support quality family child care through multiple strategies such as funding staffed FCC networks or contracting directly with networks for high-quality child care slots. They can also motivate participation in networks or other quality initiatives through higher payment rates.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Administration for Children and Families, Office of Child Care, Family Child Care Brief, 2016 retrieved from: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/occ_fcc_brief.pdf] 


This brief is the first in a series of resources designed to provide research-based evidence and best practices for supporting family child care providers, and improving the availability and sustainability of family child care in States, Territories and Tribes.  CCDF administrators; community child care partners such as child care resource and referral agencies, colleges and universities, Early Head Start-Child Care partnerships, and child care associations; and policymakers may find this information useful as they make decisions about how to best support family child care providers.

