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Instructions
Please complete a review sheet for each State or Territory in your region that applied for the Impact Project. Once you have reviewed a State or Territory’s application and completed this review sheet, please return it to OCCInfoServices@icfi.com.
Please note that all review sheets are due by the close of business on Thursday, May 5, 2016, so that they can be incorporated into the full review process. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. We appreciate your participation in this process. –Kim Means, Senior Technical Specialist, email: kim.means@icfi.com
Please provide any information on the State’s context that would assist in our review of the application.
The fact that Becky and Mark will be meeting personally with the Lt. Governor demonstrates North Dakota’s commitment to this work.
There is a strong history of both the State Administrator and Head Start State Collaboration Director successfully working together.  For instance, both individuals attended the EHS-CC Partnership Meeting in Region VIII and were actively engaged in discussions and plans for supporting the Partnerships.  It is significant that one of the goals for this Impact Project is related to the goals set at that meeting.
North Dakota has a strong, well-respected statewide Child Care Resource and Referral System, Child Care Aware of North Dakota, which is effective in providing professional development and consumer education services.

In your opinion, is there any information missing that is relevant to considering this application? 
For many years North Dakota has been challenged by a lack of early childhood facilities and providers which was exacerbated by the oil boom.  
In 2014, the North Dakota State Legislature commissioned a study on the state of early childhood in North Dakota.  This was completed by the University of Denver and one of the findings was that infants and toddlers are frequently on waiting lists because child care settings are limited in their capacity to care for very young children.
The QRIS in North Dakota is relatively new.  It began as a Pilot in one their most populous county and just recently has expanded statewide.  Participation is voluntary, but despite the fact it is relatively new to some areas of the state, it is well designed.  There is a great potential for it to be used as a tool to pursue reimbursement rates that align with program quality.




In your opinion, is there anything in the application that differs from your understanding of the State or Territory’s work? If so, what specifically? 



What does the Impact Project team need to bring to this work to best support the State’s progress?
It will be important for the Impact Project team to understand the frontier nature of the state and the challenges and opportunities this presents when creating programs and systems.
It is also key to understand the importance of relationships in this work.  In a small frontier state, providers often have personal relationships, not only with their licensors, but also with the State Administrators and Child Care Aware of North Dakota staff.  The fact that the Impact Project team will have an opportunity to travel to the state at least four times is a huge advantage.
Because the state staffing for CCDF is so small people oftentimes wear multiple hats and key players are often the same people regardless of project or committee.  This means that people are often well informed about what is happening in the state, but their time has to be used effectively.
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