[bookmark: _GoBack]Indian children are dually eligible to receive services from a tribal or state CCDF program. The CCDF regulations provide significant flexibility for Tribes to design and administer their programs in accordance with the unique needs and challenges in their communities. Recognizing that many smaller Tribes do not have the infrastructure to support certain CCDF requirements, OCC exempts these Tribal grantees from two key provisions. First, unlike the States and large Tribes, exempt Tribes are not required to spend at least four percent of their CCDF funds on activities to promote child care quality. Second, exempt Tribes are not required to operate a certificate (voucher) program. The 1998 CCDF regulations (45 CFR Parts 98 and 99) set the exempt or nonexempt threshold at $500,000. Therefore, a Tribe with an annual CCDF allocation of $500,000 or greater is considered nonexempt and must operate a certificate program and meet the four percent quality requirement. Unlike States, Tribes may use their CCDF funds to construct or renovate child care facilities, subject to ACF approval of an application for construction and or major renovation.	Comment by Wall, Barbara: FINAL REVIEW:  OCC QUESTION – please review to make sure this language is correct; any additional text needed?
In FY 2014, more than 500 federally recognized Indian Tribes, Alaska Native Villages, and a Native Hawaiian organization received CCDF funds directly or through consortium arrangements.  With few exceptions, tribal CCDF Lead Agencies are located in rural, economically challenged areas. In these communities, the CCDF program plays a crucial role in offering child care options to parents as they move toward economic self-sufficiency.	Comment by Kelso, Gail: FINAL REVIEW QUESTION:  Is this number “over 500” correct? 

Native Language and Culture
There is a strong emphasis on traditional culture and language in tribal child care settings, which is usually reflected in a Tribe’s CCDF program activities. For example, in many tribal communities, parents place their children with tribal child care providers or relative providers, where the child’s heritage, culture, and native language will be supported. A 1998 OIG, HHS report on tribal child care found that most tribal families prefer to have neighbors and relatives care for their children.

Plan Publication Process	Comment by VM: I don’t think this fits in this section. But I’m not sure where it should go. 
The CCDF Plan undergoes a three-step clearance process through the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), which oversees all information collection activities for government agencies and monitors compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act. The first two steps involve:
· Two separate public comment periods through the Federal Register—a 60-day public comment period and a separate 30-day public comment period. 

The final step involves:
· A review and approval by OMB taking the public comments into consideration. 

The overall clearance and publication process lasts approximately 9 months. Once the clearance process begins, OCC will address public comments and may make changes to the preprint. However, substantial changes to the preprint are typically limited once the clearance process begins.

