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Introduction 

The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act allows Tribal Lead Agencies to use Child Care and 
Development Funds (CCDF) for construction or major renovation of child care facilities upon requesting and 
receiving approval from the Administration for Children and Families. Regulations at Child Care and Development 
Fund, 45 C.F.R. § 98.84(b) (2016), require Tribes to make requests in accordance with uniform procedures that 
are established by the Office of Child Care’s Tribal Construction or Major Renovation: Program Instruction CCDF-
ACF-PI-2020-02 (2020). 

The funds would be set aside from the Tribe’s current CCDF allocation and not additional funds. These funds give 
Tribes an opportunity to include child-focused and culturally appropriate elements in the construction or major 
renovation project design. Tribal Lead Agencies are encouraged to think strategically about their architectural and 
landscape design to incorporate these elements. Approved construction and major renovation CCDF dollars may 
pay for a modular unit, including the costs of buying and installing the unit, if the unit is fixed to the land. By 
accepting these CCDF funds, Tribes agree to comply with the terms and conditions of the funding. 

This document provides examples of key resources for Tribal Lead Agencies that are related to applying for and 
using approved CCDF funds for construction or major renovation of child care facilities. 

Program Instructions 

Resource Title Description 

Tribal Construction or Major 
Renovation: Program Instruction 
CCDF-ACF-PI-2020-02 

This program instruction (2020) is designed to provide procedures for 
requests from Tribal Lead Agencies to use CCDF dollars for construction or 
major renovation of child care facilities. 

Form ACF-696T—a Financial 
Reporting Form for Child Care 
and Development Fund (CCDF) 
Tribal Lead Agencies: Program 
Instruction CCDF-ACF-PI-2017-
05 

This program instruction (2017) is a reminder to Tribal CCDF Lead 
Agencies about the annual financial reporting requirements (in other words, 
ACF-696T), consistent with the terms and conditions of the CCDF program. 

Electronic Submission of Real 
Property Standard Form (SF)-
429 and Attachments: Program 
Instruction CCDF-ACF-PI-2017-
06 

This program instruction (2017) provides information on Electronic 
Submission of Real Property Standard Form (SF)-429 and Attachments. 

Policy Interpretation Question: 
ACYF-PIQ-CC-99-01 

This policy interpretation question (2012) answers questions regarding the 
program instruction. 
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Technical Assistance Resources 

Resource Title Description 

Tribal Construction and Major 
Renovation: Preplanning 
Session 

Using the Tribal Child Care Management Systems Framework, this session 
(2021) guides Tribal Lead Agencies through the preplanning activities and 
processes that occur before completing the application for construction or 
major renovation. Participants will also learn about the importance of 
assessing the community's unique child care needs and opportunities to 
incorporate cultural and linguistic elements into their construction or major 
renovation projects, which include the inside and outside environment. The 
presentation slides and a video recording of the webinar are available on this 
web page. 

Tribal Construction and Major 
Renovation: Application 
Process Session 

This session (2021) provides an overview of the construction and major 
renovation application process, including a step-by-step walk-through of 
Attachment D: CCDF Tribal Construction/Major Renovation Application 
Checklist. Participants will also receive information about the Office of Child 
Care’s program instruction, the submission process, the Office of Child 
Care’s review process, and notification of the approval process. The 
presentation slides and a video recording of the webinar are available on this 
web page. 

Compliance 

Resource Title Description 

Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Standards 

This web page (2010) was developed by the U.S. Access Board. It provides 
information about accessibility standards for streets, sidewalks, and building 
sites. 

Compliance Assistance: The 
Davis-Bacon Act and Related 
Acts 

This resource (2019) offers a list of laws administered by the Wage and Hour 
Division for law-specific compliance assistance information. 

Facilities File Checklist Program directors and facilities managers can use this sample file checklist 
(2019) as part of their recordkeeping of the project, which can support future 
audits. 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/tribal-construction-and-major-renovation-preplanning-session
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Design Resources 

Resource Title Description 

Eight Steps in the Design 
Process 

Program directors and facilities managers can use this article (2019) to 
further their understanding of all aspects of building design and costs. 

Head Start Design Guide: A 
Guide for Building a Head Start 
Facility 

This guide (2005) contains suggested guidelines for planning and designing 
Head Start centers that are federally funded but locally owned or managed. 

Resources for Safe 
Playgrounds 

The resources on this page (2021) will give designers, directors, and 
members of an agency's facility planning team technical safety guidelines for 
designing, constructing, and maintaining playgrounds. 

Financing and Budgeting 

Resource Title Description 

Financing and Budgeting for 
Early Care and Education 
Facilities 

This document (2017) explains how to determine the cost of a facility project 
and how to prepare a budget. It then describes potential sources of funding 
that early childhood programs have successfully used to locate capital, and it 
explains strategies for securing that capital. 

American Indian and Alaska 
Native Child Care and 
Development Fund: Guide to 
Financial Management, Grants 
Administration, and Program 
Accountability 

This fiscal guide (2018) addresses the American Indian and Alaska Native 
(AI/AN) CCDF program. It provides general information on fiscal 
administration and accountability issues. This guide also covers basic 
financial management and grants management principles. It serves as a 
valuable resource for those overseeing the fiscal management of AI/AN 
CCDF programs. 

Real Property Status Report SF-429 

Resource Title Description 

Real Property Status Report (SF-
429) 

As described in Facilities Guidance ACF-IM-HS-17-01, all grantees, 
including those with no covered real property, are instructed to use and 
submit Real Property Status Report SF-429 (2019). 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/program-planning/article/eight-steps-design-process
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/program-planning/article/eight-steps-design-process
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/head-start-design-guide.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/head-start-design-guide.pdf
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/facilities/article/resources-safe-playgrounds
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https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/american-indian-and-alaska-native-child-care-and-development-fund-guide-financial
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/american-indian-and-alaska-native-child-care-and-development-fund-guide-financial
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/fiscal-management/article/real-property-status-report-sf-429
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/fiscal-management/article/real-property-status-report-sf-429
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Tip Sheets 

Resource Title Description 

Tip Sheet on the Bidding Process This tip sheet (2018) provides pointers for conducting a successful bidding 
process, as well as rating criteria for selecting contract professionals. 

Tip Sheet on Working with 
Architects 

Program staff can use this tip sheet (2021) to further their understanding of 
how to maintain a working relationship with an architect. 

 

The National Center on Tribal Early Childhood 
Development, A Service of the Office of Child Care 

9300 Lee Highway 
Fairfax, VA 22031 

Phone: 877-296-2401  
Email: nctecd@ecetta.info 

Subscribe to Updates 
http://www.occ-cmc.org/occannouncements_sign-up/ 

The National Center on Tribal Early Childhood 

Development is funded by the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 

and Families, Office of Child Care. 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/facilities/article/tip-sheet-bidding-process
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/facilities/article/tip-sheet-working-architects
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/facilities/article/tip-sheet-working-architects
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