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Agenda 

3NCASE   |

• Kindergarten Transition 
Preparedness

• School-Age Child Care

• Transition Practices and Processes

• Resources 



Participant Poll

What type of organization do 
you represent?

• CCDF
• DOE
• Quality
• 21st CCLC
• State afterschool network
• CCRR
• Higher education
• TTA organization
• Youth development
• Other
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What do you wish to gain from today’s presentation?
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Participant Poll



Working Definitions

• School-Age care refers to the age of children 

served; differentiated from infant, toddler, and 

preschool care.

• Out-of-School Time refers to programming 

outside of the school day, including before and 

after school, summer, weekend, and family or 

center-based child care. 

• Our National Center name is Afterschool and 

Summer Enrichment, and we use this 

interchangeably with Out-of-School Time.
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Kindergarten Transition 

Preparedness
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Transition Definition
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Transition refers to the process of a child moving from 

one program or setting to another. When children make 

the transition from their preschool environment to 

elementary school, they must adjust to new settings and 

situations — including new rules and expectations, new 

ways of learning, effective P-20 systems and the 

foundation upon which subsequent learning is built.

Atchinson, B. & Pompelia, S. (2018). Transition and Alignment from Preschool to Kindergarten.   

Education Commission of the States.  



Transition Research 

Research Shows Transition Activities Lead to Gains in 

Academic Achievement 

In a 2005 study on the effect of school-based kindergarten 

transition policies and practices on child academic 

outcomes, researchers established a link between the 

number of transition activities that schools facilitated prior 

to or near the beginning of kindergarten and larger gains in 

student academic achievement by the end of the year. This 

effect was strongest for students from low- and middle-

socioeconomic status (SES) backgrounds. 

Schulting, A., Malone, P. & Dodge, K. (2005). The effect of school-based kindergarten transition 

policies and practices on child academic outcomes. Developmental Psychology. Nov;41(6):860-71.
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Transition Research 

• Varying Landscape of 
Early Education 
Experiences 

• Broadening Support for 
Multiple Transitions 

• Issues to Consider in the 
Transition to Kindergarten 
and School-Age Care 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/navigating-transition-kindergarten-and-school-age-care
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https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/navigating-transition-kindergarten-and-school-age-care
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School Readiness 

• Transition to kindergarten and school-age care involves:
• academic readiness
• social emotional readiness

• Preschool, school-age, and 
elementary school programs 
facilitate transitions by: 
• sharing information
• building relationships
• aligning programs



Family Engagement 

in Transitions

Transition to Kindergarten is a 
major event in the lives of 

children and families, and a 
pivotal point for establishing the 
kinds of practices that can help 

sustain gains children have made 
in their early learning settings. 



Research: Importance 

of Parent Participation



Research: Positive 

Transition Experiences



Research: Effective 

Transition Practices
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School-Age Child 

Care



School-Age Child 

Care Data Profiles 
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https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/school-age-profiles

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/school-age-profiles


School-Age Child Care 

- Transition Tips  

• Before Kindergarten 

» Consider Care Needs

» Selection Process

• During & Beyond 
Kindergarten 

» Gauge Child’s 
Comfort 

» Connect with Staff 
and Other Families 

» Consider Summer 
and Next Year 
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https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/transition-kindergarten-and-ost-programs

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/transition-kindergarten-and-ost-programs


Poll: Support for 

Families

Does your system, department or program 

consider the before and afterschool child care

needs of families during the Kindergarten transition 

process?

If yes, how do you support families around 

selecting and securing school-age child care? 
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Transition Practices 

& Processes



State Example  

Georgia Department of 
Early Care and Learning 
(DECAL) offers a Pre-K 
Summer Transition 
Program to children 
registered to enter 
Kindergarten in the fall but 
who did not participate in 
Georgia’s Pre-K Program 
during the school year or 
who need additional help in 
preparing for Kindergarten.
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PDG 0-5 Grants

States prioritized birth through Kindergarten transition 

supports with focus on School-Age Child Care for 

families…

- District of Columbia: Transition 
supports and gaps – focus on 
access to before/after care 

- - DC Application for Preschool 
Development Grant Birth Through 
Five Renewal Project

- Massachusetts: Key Partners and 
Stakeholders in the B-5 System –
specify Out-of-School time programs 
across all issues including 
transitions

- - Massachusetts Application for 
Preschool Development Grant Birth 
Through Five Proposal 
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Relationship-Based 

Competencies (RBCs)

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/family-engagement/article/relationship-based-competencies-
support-family-engagement
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/family-engagement/article/relationship-based-competencies-support-family-engagement
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/family-engagement/article/relationship-based-competencies-support-family-engagement


Assessments for Family 

Service Professionals 

and their Supervisors



Chat:  Additional 

Supports

Given the information shared today what does 

your system or program need to increase or 

enhance the support for families during the 

kindergarten/afterschool transition process?
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Resources 

• Aligning Out-of-School Time Services for Children Experiencing Homelessness

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/voices-aligning-out-of-school-

time-services-for-children-experiencing-homelessness_508c.pdf

• Navigating the Transition to Kindergarten and School-Age Care Research Brief 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/navigating-transition-kindergarten-and-

school-age-care

• Tips for Parents/Caregivers: Transition to Kindergarten and OST Programs 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/transition-kindergarten-and-ost-programs

• Transition to Kindergarten webpage (multiple resources) 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/transitions/article/family-engagement-transition-

kindergarten

» Transition to Kindergarten: Supporting Children who are Dual Language 

Learners https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/transition-kindergarten-

supporting-children-who-are-dual-language-learners-dlls

» Collaborations, Connections, and Six Steps to Success 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/collaborations-connections-six-steps-

success
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https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/voices-aligning-out-of-school-time-services-for-children-experiencing-homelessness_508c.pdf
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/navigating-transition-kindergarten-and-school-age-care
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/transition-kindergarten-and-ost-programs
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/transitions/article/family-engagement-transition-kindergarten
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/transition-kindergarten-supporting-children-who-are-dual-language-learners-dlls
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/collaborations-connections-six-steps-success
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/voices-aligning-out-of-school-time-services-for-children-experiencing-homelessness_508c.pdf
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/navigating-transition-kindergarten-and-school-age-care
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/transitions/article/family-engagement-transition-kindergarten
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/transition-kindergarten-supporting-children-who-are-dual-language-learners-dlls
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/collaborations-connections-six-steps-success
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Visit the NCASE Resource Library: 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/ncase-resource-library

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/ncase-resource-library


Contact Information

Visit the NCASE website at:

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/national-center-afterschool-

summer-enrichment

To contact NCASE, please email us at:

ncase@ecetta.info

Thank You!

This document was developed with funds from Grant #90TA00001 for the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 

Families, Office of Child Care, by the National Center on Afterschool and 

Summer Enrichment. This resource may be duplicated for noncommercial uses 

without permission.

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/national-center-afterschool-summer-enrichment
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/national-center-afterschool-summer-enrichment
mailto:ncase@ecetta.info
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