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Welcome

Holly Higgins Wilcher,

Infant/Toddler Specialist,

Region IV
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Julie Law,

Infant/Toddler Specialist,

Region VII



Overview







Welcome and introductions

System of care 

A glance at state and territory child care approaches to 

strengthening infant and early childhood mental health (I-

ECMH) through the Child Care and Development Fund 

(CCDF)







State stories: strengthening child care through 

meaningful partnerships with I-ECMH and mental health

Questions and reflections

Thank you
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Introductions

Now it’s your turn! What is your role?
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Learning Goals
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Identify the benefits for babies, toddlers, their families, and the 
workforce that supports them when state and territory child care 
partners collaborate across mental health and other systems-of-
care-serving sectors

Examine current cross-sector and system collaboration as well 
as partnerships between child care, CCDF, and I-ECMH

Explore promising state strategies and lessons learned for 
aligning infant/toddler child care quality initiatives and I-ECMH
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Please share an example from your 

state or territory of a collaboration, 

partnership, or meaningful 

relationship developed between child 

care and mental health.

Your State or Territory Examples, Stories, 

and Strategies



How Can CCDF and Child Care Quality 

Initiatives Support I-ECMH?

Integrate I-ECMH within state core knowledge and competencies 
for the infant/toddler and early childhood workforce

Include I-ECMH as a suggested content area within state or 
territory child care regulatory professional learning requirements

Embed I-ECMH child care consultation as a promotion and 
prevention strategy in existing state CCDF Plans

Offer quality improvement incentives for programs that address I-
ECMH child care consultation
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Allowable CCDF Statewide Quality 

Enhancement Activities to Support I-ECMH

Entry-level 
credentials

Higher education 
partnerships

Early childhood 
mental health 
consultation

Endorsements 
for I-ECMH and 
family mental 

health specialists

Models of 
positive behavior 
intervention and 
supports (PBIS)

Career pathways

8State Capacity Building Center



Definition

System of Care
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System of Care

“Community-based services and 
supports”

“Organized into a coordinated 
network”

“Builds meaningful partnerships 
with families and youth”

“Addresses [families’] cultural and 
linguistic needs”

Supports families in all contexts
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(Stroul, Blau, & Friedman, 2010, p. 6)



A Glance at State and Territory Child 

Care Approaches to Strengthening 

Infant-Early Childhood Mental Health 

through CCDF 
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I-ECMH Credentials, Endorsements, and 

Certificates through Child Care Systems

24
use the Michigan 
Association for 
Infant Mental 

Health 
endorsement

18
are linked to 

institutions of 
higher education 

through 
coursework or a 
program of study
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(Korfmacher, 2014; Office of Child Care, 2016)

Data reflect the 2016 state CCDF Plans



Child Care Supported I-ECMH Related 

Professional Development 
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Data reflect the 2016 State CCDF Plans

(Early Childhood Training and Technical Assistance System, n.d.; Office of Child Care, 2016)
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Types of I-ECMH Professional Development 

Supported by Child Care and CCDF

Pyramid Model

Early learning guidelines

State-developed approach

Program for Infant/Toddler Care

Devereux Early Childhood Assessment 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports

Incredible Years

Touch Points

Circle of Security

ASQ-SE

Other
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(Early Childhood Training and Technical Assistance System, n.d.; Office of Child Care, 2016)

Data reflect the 2016 state CCDF Plans



Inclusion of I-ECMH in Quality Rating and 

Improvement Frameworks’

Data reflect the 2016 state CCDF Plans
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Use social-emotional program quality measures (for example,
CLASS)

Include I-ECMH supports in quality frameworks (for example,
QRIS)

(Early Childhood Training and Technical Assistance System, n.d.; Office of Child Care, 2016)
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State and Territory I-ECMH Consultation
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Data reflect the 2016 state CCDF Plans



Reflections 

What else would you like to share 
regarding your efforts to meet the mental 
health needs of very young children 
through your state or territory’s child care 
or cross-sector partnership efforts?  

State Capacity Building Center 17



High Quality Child Care: 

Building Relationships in a 

System of Care  

State Story
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Welcome, Lisa Matter
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Colorado’s Expanding Quality in 

Infant/Toddler Care Program 

Manager



Infant/Toddler Specialist 

Networks as I-ECMH 

Investments









REFLECTIVE CAPACITY
“...the uniquely human capacity to make sense of each other…”







Risk, Reach and 
Resources
An Analysis of Colorado’s Early 
Childhood Mental Health 
Investments

Alex Caldwell
Director

Report Release
November 9, 2018

Tamara Keeney
Policy Analyst





Thank You
Lisa Matter 

lisa.matter@state.co.us

mailto:lisa.matter@state.co.us


Questions and 

Reflections
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Evaluation

Your Feedback
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Infant/Toddler Resource Guide 

(Child Care State Capacity Building Center, n.d.). 
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Technical Assistance Supports You Can Use

The Child Care State Capacity Building Center’s Infant/Toddler Specialist 

Network can help you













develop or align infant/toddler competencies, credentials, endorsements, 

and certificates;

support the growth of infant/toddler related relationship-based professional 

development;

support ongoing infant/toddler quality meetings;

integrate infant/toddler criteria within quality frameworks;

codeliver a Program for Infant/Toddler Care training for trainers; and

achieve any goals you have related to quality infant/toddler care!
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(Child Care State Capacity Building Center, n.d.)
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Thank you! 
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State Capacity Building Center, 

A Service of the Office of Child Care

9300 Lee Highway

Fairfax, VA 22031

Phone: 877-296-2401

Email: CapacityBuildingCenter@ecetta.info

Subscribe to Updates

http://www.occ-cmc.org/occannouncements_sign-up/
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