
Program participation in QRIS 

Defining and measuring access 

Forthcoming: The purpose of this forthcoming 
brief is to describe approaches to measuring 

QRIS program engagement that can be used by 
QRIS administrators and other stakeholders to 
distinguish and address different levels of QRIS 

involvement among ECE programs. 

This Guidebook addresses the development 
of a common understanding and approach to 
measuring access to early care and education. 
The Guidebook provides information in four 

sections: Clarifying and Defining Access; 
Describing the Indicators of Access; Measuring 

the Indicators of Access; and Identifying ECE 
Access Datasets and Sources.

Subsidy payment rates 

QRIS validation synthesis 

The intent of the brief is to provide a concise 
synthesis of existing research and expert 

guidance on methods States and Territories can 
use to collect information on child care prices 

and costs to inform child care subsidy payment 
rates. The brief offers criteria to evaluate 

different methods to assess price and cost.

This report compiles and analyzes findings from 
10 validation studies examining quality ratings 
of ECE programs participating in state QRIS. It 
is intended to update state administrators and 
other stakeholders about the effectiveness of 
current QRIS quality ratings in distinguishing 

meaningful levels of quality. 

Administrative data 
This set of resources from the Child Care 
Administrative Data and Analysis Center 

is intended to strengthen the use of 
administrative data in early care and education 

research. The resources are designed for 
researchers who are new to the analysis of 

administrative data as well as seasoned users 
who are expanding their research to include 

new types of administrative data.

Early Care and Education Link highlights publications related to the Child Care and Early Education Policy and 
Research Analysis Project (CCEEPRA), funded by the Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation, Administration 
for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services through a contract with Child Trends. 
Click the title to access each set of resources.

Families experiencing homelessness
Forthcoming: These briefs address how states 

and communities support ECE access for 
families experiencing homelessness. The first 

brief describes the barriers families experiencing 
homelessness face in accessing ECE. The second 

brief describes how states and communities 
use data to identify families experiencing 

homelessness.
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/supporting-use-administrative-data-early-care-education-research-resource-series 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/defining-and-measuring-access-to-high-quality-early-care-and-education-ece-a-guidebook-for-policymakers-and-researchers
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/market-rate-surveys-and-alternative-methods-of-data-collection-and-analysis-to-inform-subsidy-payment-rates
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/research/project/child-care-and-early-education-policy-and-research-and-technical 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/validation-quality-ratings-used-quality-rating-improvement-systems-qris-a-synthesis-of-state-studies 


Coordinated monitoring 
This brief provides an overview of the major 
early care and education monitoring systems 

and offers possible goals for a coordinated 
monitoring system. The Mapping the Early Care 

and Education Monitoring Landscape brief 
helps leaders better understand the current 

monitoring systems and plan future coordination 
efforts. 

Infant/toddler workforceWorkforce literature review 
This brief provides an overview of the 

qualifications and professional development 
activities of the nation’s infant/ toddler 

workforce, based on representative data 
collected by the National Survey of Early Care 
and Education. The goal of this brief is to help 
the field better understand the strengths and 

needs of the infant/toddler workforce in center-
based as well as home-based early care and 

education programs.

This brief summarizes the findings from an 
evidence review conducted to look at the 

associations between infant/toddler teacher 
and caregiver preparation (e.g., education, 

credentials, etc.) and improvements in quality 
and child outcomes. The brief concludes with 
implications for future research, as well as for 

policy and practice.

Workforce well-being
This report addresses an important next step in 
supporting caregivers’ psychological well-being: 

understanding the linkages between various 
workforce supports and teachers’ psychological 

well-being. The findings from this report can 
be used to guide practices and policies in ECE 
programs to support teachers’ psychological 

well-being.  

Diversity of the ECE workforce

Implementation science and ECE

Forthcoming: This study utilized the National 
Study of Early Care and Education, a nationally-

representative study of young children and 
the early childhood workforce from 2012, to 

examine the racial/ethnic, linguistic, and cultural 
match/mismatch between the early childhood 

workforce and the children they serve. 

This research brief is the first in a series which 
seeks to provide early childhood researchers, 

program developers, and funders with an 
introduction to implementation frameworks and 
promising practices in implementation science 

with the aim of facilitating their use in early care 
and education. 
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/cceepra_evidencereviewreportandtables_508compliantfinalupdated.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/describing-preparation-professional-development-infant-toddler-workforce
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/nsece_psychological_wellbeing_612018_to_opre_508_2.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/monitoring-in-early-care-and-education 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/an-integrated-stage-based-framework-for-implementation-of-early-childhood-programs-and-systems

