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Early Learning
Guidelines
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Title: lllinois Gateways to Opportunity

Web site: http://www.ilgateways.com/en/

Type of Governance: Statewide organization with funding from State agencies and public/private partners
Gateways to Opportunity is administered by the IL Network of Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies (INCCRRA), and funded by the

IL Department of Human Services, Bureau of Child Care and Development, the McCormick Foundation, and the Grand Victoria
Foundation.

Key Contact: Janet Maruna, INCCRRA, (866) 697-8278
State HS Collaboration Director (Interim): Linda Saterfield, Linda.Saterfield@illinois.gov

State HS Early Childhood Manager: Linda Langosch, linda.langosch@stginternational.com

= Early care and education (family child care; center-based care; and relative, friend, and neighbor care), early childhood special
education, early intervention, public education, family support, HS/EHS, higher education, home visiting, preK, child care resource and
referral agencies, and school-age (SA) and youth programs

Ages Included in ELGs Notes

and Alignment with K-12

= Birth—3 years Title: Early Learning Guidelines for Children Birth to Age Three

Examines children’s development through four core developmental domains: social and emotional,

physical, language, and cognitive.

Web site: http://www.isbe.state.il.us/%5C/earlychi/pdf/el-guidelines-0-3.pdf

Title: lllinois Early Learning and Development Standards: For Preschool 3 Years Old to Kindergarten
Enrollment Age

The IL Early Learning and Development Standards were updated to align with the IL Early Learning
Guidelines for Children Birth to Age Three, the IL Kindergarten Standards, and the Common Core State
Standards for Kindergarten.

Web site: http://www.isbe.state.il.us/%5C/earlychi/pdf/early learning_standards.pdf

= 3-5 years (or those in the
2 years before K)

= Align with K-12

Information on State ELGs references to dual language learners is available at
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-linguistic/center/state-quidelines/dll _guidelines.html

E-mail: PDWCenter@zerotothree.org
Phone: (202) 857-2673
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Core Knowledge
and
Competencies
(CKCs)

Approval
Systems

Workforce
Registry/Data
System and
Career Pathways

Roles

= Early care and education
(including infant/toddler)

= SA professionals

Trainer/Training
= Trainer/training approval

= Training calendar

System(s)

= Mandatory for licensed
providers

= Career pathways
(lattice/ladder)

Notes

Title: Gateways Credential Content Areas

The IL Professional Development Advisory Council developed seven content areas after a review of the
professional standards of related organizations and agencies. The seven areas and their related
indicators identify professional competencies that are directly aligned with the IL Professional Teaching
Standards, National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Standards for Early Childhood
Professional Preparation, IL Director Credential (IDC) Competencies, IL Birth to Three Standards, Early
Intervention Developmental Specialist Requirements, Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential™
requirements, HS Performance Standards, and Division for Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional
Children Personnel Standards for Early Education and Early Intervention.

Web site: http://www.ilgateways.com/en/fags-content-areas

Notes

Title: Trainer and Training Approval

Trainers in the field of early care and education, SA, and youth development can apply to validate
trainings provided as part of the larger PD system. Training approval is part of the Gateways to
Opportunity Registry. The approval process ensures that trainings have been reviewed and meet quality
criteria. Training approval is valid for 3 years. Upon approval, trainings may be scheduled repeatedly.
Scheduling an approved training allows it to appear on the Statewide Online Training Calendar. Trainers
submit appropriate paperwork so participants receive credit on the Professional Development Record
(PDR).

Web sites: https://registry.ilgateways.com/trainer-approval and_https://reqgistry.ilgateways.com/training-
approval

Title: Statewide Online Training Calendar
Web site: http://www.ilgateways.com/en/statewide-online-training-calendar

Notes

Title: Gateways to Opportunity Registry

The Gateways Registry tracks training and education online, and meets IL Department of Children and
Family Services (DCFS) licensing requirements, including an individualized PDR. The PDR displays an
individual's education, credentials/certifications, and trainings. Registry members can print their individual
PDRs at any time from a secure website. The IL DCFS accepts the PDR as documentation of completion
of preservice and inservice training hour requirements for licensing.

Web site: https://reqistry.ilgateways.com/

Title: Gateways to Opportunity Career Lattice
Web site: http://www.ilgateways.com/en/careerlattice-3
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