
 

 

 

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION: STATE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES IN 
STATES WITH STATE-OPERATED AND COUNTY-ADMINISTERED CCDF 

The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program is state-operated and county-administered in 12 States: CA, CO, GA, MN, NC, ND, NJ, 
NY, OH, PA, VA, WI; and the District of Columbia. The following table lists the administering agencies for key early care and education functions—
child care subsidy, licensing, quality initiatives, Head Start collaboration, state-funded prekindergarten, IDEA (Parts B and C), and home visiting—
in these States. 

 
State and Agencies 

 
Subsidy 

 
Licensing 

 
Quality 

Initiatives 

 
Head Start 

Collaboration 

 
Pre-K 

Part B 
Section 

619 

 
Part C Early 
Intervention 

 
Home 

Visiting 

California 

Department of Education 
 Child Development Division 
 Head Start State Collaboration Office  
 Special Education Division, 

Special Services and Support 
Branch  

X1
X X X X 

Department of Social Services, 
Community Care Licensing Division  X 

1 The State also provides subsidies through the Department of Social Services through the CalWorks Child Care Program. 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 1 

 

 

                                                      

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/chssco.a%20sp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/
http://www.ccld.ca.gov/PG411.htm
http://www.ccld.ca.gov/PG411.htm
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California (cont.) 

Department of Developmental Services, 
Children and Family Services Branch, 
Early Start  X 

Department of Public Health, Home 
Visiting Program  X 
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Subsidy 

 
Licensing 

 
Quality 

Initiatives 

 
Head Start 

Collaboration 

 
Pre-K 
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Part C Early 
Intervention 

 
Home 

Visiting 

Colorado 

Department of Human Services 
 Office of Early Childhood, Division of 

Early Care and Learning 
 Office of Early Childhood, Division of 

Community and Family Support 

X X X X X X 

Department of Education, Early Childhood 
Initiatives 
 Colorado Preschool Program 
 Preschool Special Education Services 

X X 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 2 

 

 

http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/Home.cfm
http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/Home.cfm
http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/Home.cfm
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/mcah/Pag%20es/HVP-HomePage.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/mcah/Pag%20es/HVP-HomePage.aspx
http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com/
http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com/
http://www.eicolorado.org/
http://www.eicolorado.org/
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cpp/index.ht%20m
http://www.cde.state.co.us/early/Prescho%20olSpecialED.htm
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619 

 
Part C Early 
Intervention 

 
Home 

Visiting 

District of Columbia 

Office of the State Superintendent of 
Education 
 Early Childhood Education  
 Specialized Education 

X X X X X X X 

Department of Health X 

 
State and Agencies 

 
Subsidy 

 
Licensing 

 
Quality 

Initiatives 

 
Head Start 

Collaboration 

 
Pre-K 

Part B 
Section 

619 

 
Part C Early 
Intervention 

 
Home 

Visiting 

Georgia 

Department of Early Care and Learning, 
Bright from the Start X X X X X 

Department of Education, Divisions for 
Special Education Services and Supports  X 

Department of Public Health, Maternal 
and Child Health Programs, Office of 
Children and Youth with Special Needs, 
Babies Can’t Wait Program  

X 

Department of Human Services, Division 
of Family and Children Services   

X 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 3 

 

 

http://osse.dc.gov/service/early-%20childhood-education
http://seo.dc.gov/service/special-%20education
http://doh.dc.gov/node/113532
http://decal.ga.gov/ChildCareServices/ChildCa%20reServicesMain.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/ChildCareServices/ChildCa%20reServicesMain.aspx
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_exceptional.asp%20x
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_exceptional.asp%20x
http://dph.georgia.gov/Babies-Cant-Wait
http://dph.georgia.gov/Babies-Cant-Wait
http://dph.georgia.gov/Babies-Cant-Wait
http://dph.georgia.gov/Babies-Cant-Wait
http://dfcs.dhs.georgia.gov/node/695
http://dfcs.dhs.georgia.gov/node/695
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Minnesota 

Department of Human Services 
 Child Care 
 Child Care Programs X X X 

Department of Education, Office of Early 
Learning2 X X X X 

Department of Health, Federal Maternal, 
Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program X 

2 The Office of Early Learning is a coordinated effort with the Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 4 

 

 

                                                      

http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=id_000151
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=id_054359
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/Ear%20lyLearn/index.html
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/Ear%20lyLearn/index.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fh/mch/f%20hv/fedmiec.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fh/mch/f%20hv/fedmiec.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fh/mch/f%20hv/fedmiec.html
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Licensing 
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Initiatives 

 
Head Start 

Collaboration 

 
Pre-K 
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Part C Early 
Intervention 

 
Home 

Visiting 

New Jersey3 

Department of Human Services  
 Division of Family Development X X 

Department of Children and Families 
 Office of Licensing 
 Early Childhood Services, Home 

Visitation Programs  

X X 

Department of Education 
 Division of Early Childhood Education 
 Office of Special Education Program  

X X X 

Department of Health 
 Division of Family Health Services, 

Early Intervention System  
X 

3 Lead Agency contracts with county welfare agencies to determine eligibility for TANF families. 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 5 

 

 

                                                      

http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dfd/
http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/families/childcare/
http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/families/early/visitation/
http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/families/early/visitation/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/in%20dex.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/special%20ed/
http://nj.gov/health/fhs/eis/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/health/fhs/eis/index.shtml
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New York 

Office of Children and Family Services, 
Division of Child Care Services 

X X X 

Council on Children and Families, Head 
Start Collaboration Project 

X 

Department of Education, Office of P-12 
Education 
 Office of Curriculum, Instruction and 

Field Services, Early Learning  
 Office of Special Education, Preschool 

X X 

Department of Health 
 Bureau of Early Intervention  
 Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood 

Home Visiting Initiative  

X X 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 6 

 

 

http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/d%20efault.asp
http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/d%20efault.asp
http://ccf.ny.gov/HS/index.cfm
http://ccf.ny.gov/HS/index.cfm
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/earlylearning/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/pre%20school/home.html
http://www.health.ny.gov/community/inf%20ants_children/early_intervention/index.ht%20m
http://www.health.ny.gov/community/inf%20ants_children/maternal_infant_early_chil%20d_home_visit/
http://www.health.ny.gov/community/inf%20ants_children/maternal_infant_early_chil%20d_home_visit/
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Subsidy 

 
Licensing 
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Head Start 
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Part C Early 
Intervention 

 
Home 

Visiting 

North Carolina 

Department of Health and Human 
Services, Division of Child Development 
and Early Education 

X X X X 

State Board of Education, Department of 
Public Instruction, Office of Early Learning  X X 

Department of Health and Human 
Services, Division of Public Health, 
Women’s and Children’s Health Section 
 North Carolina Early Intervention Branch 
 Children and Youth Branch, Maternal, 

Infant, and Early Childhood Home 
Visiting Program  

X X 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 7 

 

 

http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/h%20ome.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/h%20ome.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/h%20ome.asp
http://www.earlylearning.nc.gov/index.asp
http://www.earlylearning.nc.gov/index.asp
http://www.beearly.nc.gov/
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dph/wch/aboutu%20s/ebhv.htm
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dph/wch/aboutu%20s/ebhv.htm
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dph/wch/aboutu%20s/ebhv.htm
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North Dakota 

Department of Human Services 
 Children and Family Services 

Division, Early Childhood Services 
 Early Intervention  
 Head Start State Collaboration Office  
 Public Assistance Division  

X X X X * X § 

_______________________________ 

* State does not currently have a Statewide Pre-K program 

§ North Dakota does not currently have in place a Home Visiting program 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 8 

 

 

http://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/childcare/
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/childcare/
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/disabiliti%20es/earlyintervention/
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/childfam%20ily/headstart/
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/financial%20help/index.html


Early Care and Education: State Governance Structures in States With State-Operated And County-Administered CCDF January 2015 

 
State and Agencies 

 
Subsidy 

 
Licensing 

 
Quality 

Initiatives 

 
Head Start 

Collaboration 
 
Pre-K 

Part B 
Section 

619 

 
Part C Early 
Intervention 

 
Home 

Visiting 

Ohio 

Department of Job and Family 
Services, Bureau of Early Learning 
and Development  

X X X 

Department of Education, Office of Early 
Learning  X X X 

Department of Health 
 Help me grow Program 
 Ohio's Maternal, Infant, and 

Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program (MIECHV) 

X X 
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Licensing 

 
Quality 

Initiatives 

 
Head Start 
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Pre-K 

Part B 
Section 
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Pennsylvania4  

4 Lead Agency works with county assistance offices and community-based organizations to determine eligibility for TANF families. 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 9 

 

 

                                                      

http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/childcare.stm
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/childcare.stm
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/childcare.stm
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning
http://www.helpmegrow.ohio.gov/en/Early%20Intervention/Early%20Intervention.aspx
http://www.helpmegrow.ohio.gov/Home%20Visiting/Ohio%20MIECHV.aspx
http://www.helpmegrow.ohio.gov/Home%20Visiting/Ohio%20MIECHV.aspx
http://www.helpmegrow.ohio.gov/Home%20Visiting/Ohio%20MIECHV.aspx
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Department of Human Services, Office of 
Child Development and Early Learning 
(OCDEL) 
 Child Care and Early Learning  
 Early Intervention Services  

X X X X X X 

Pennsylvania Early Learning Keys to 
Quality 

X 

Department of Education, PreK Counts  X 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 10 

 

 

http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/forchildren/childcareearlylearning/index.htm
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/forchildren/earlyinterventionservices/index.htm
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=%20Programs_HS_HSSCO
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=%20Programs_HS_HSSCO
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.p%20t/community/pre_k_counts/8742
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Virginia 

Department of Social Services 
 Child Care Assistance  
 Child Day Care 
 Head Start State Collaboration Project 

X X X X 

Department of Education 
 Division of Early Childhood Special 

Education 
 Virginia Preschool Initiative 

X X 

Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services, Infant and 
Toddler Connection of Virginia X 

Department of Health, Office of Family 
Health Services, Child and Family Health, 
Reproductive Health 

       
 

 
X 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 11 

 

 

http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/cc/ass%20istance.cgi
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/cc/ass%20istance.cgi
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/cc/he%20adstart.html
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/e%20arly_childhood/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/e%20arly_childhood/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/%20early_childhood/index.shtml
http://www.infantva.org/
http://www.infantva.org/
http://www.infantva.org/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/ofhs/childandfa%20mily/ReproductiveHealth/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/ofhs/childandfa%20mily/ReproductiveHealth/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/ofhs/childandfa%20mily/ReproductiveHealth/
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Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 
9300 Lee Highway, Fairfax VA, 22031 | Phone: 877-296-2401 | Email: OCCTANetwork@icfi.com 
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Home 

Visiting 

Wisconsin 

Department of Children and Families 
 Early Care and Education 
 Home Visiting 

X X X X 

Department of Public Instruction, Early 
Childhood    X X X 

Department of Health Services, Birth to 
Three Program X 

Sources 
 CCDF Grantee State and Territory Contacts, http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ/resource/ccdf-grantee-state-and-territory-contacts 
 Head Start Collaboration Offices, http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/hssco/statecollaboration 
 IDEA Part B, 619 State Web sites http://ectacenter.org/contact/contactsurl.asp?gc=102 
 Part C Contact Information http://ectacenter.org/default.asp 
 State Licensing and Regulation Information, http://nrckids.org/STATES/states.htm 
 State Home Visiting Program Contacts and State Home Visiting Web sites, http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/states.html 

*The Child Care State Systems Specialist Network does not endorse any non-Federal organization, publication, or resource. 

Child Care State Systems Specialist Network, A Service of the Office of Child Care 12 

 

 

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/childcare/defaul%20t.htm
http://dcf.wi.gov/children/home_visiting_%20needs_assessment/default.htm
http://ec.dpi.wi.gov/ec_home
http://ec.dpi.wi.gov/ec_home
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/children/birtht%20o3/index.htm
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/children/birtht%20o3/index.htm
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ/resource/ccdf-grantee-state-and-territory-contacts
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/hssco/statecollaboration
http://ectacenter.org/contact/contactsurl.asp?gc=102
http://ectacenter.org/default.asp
http://nrckids.org/STATES/states.htm
http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/states.html
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