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Examples of Lead Agencies’ Self-Employment Definitions
The process of actively earning income from one’s own business, trade, or profession

Earned income received directly from one’s own business, trade, or profession, instead of receiving a specified wage from
an employer

Earned income for a person who is responsible for all taxes and/or other required deductions from income

Working for pay either full or part-time where the individual is not considered an employee of another entity for purposes
of reporting social security tax or unemployment compensation

Earnings directly from an individual’s trade or business from which no taxes are withheld prior to being paid to the
individual

Income received from one’s own business, trade, or profession if no federal or state withholding tax or social security tax
is deducted

Earning one’s livelihood directly from one’s own trade or business rather than as an employee of another

Income available from one’s own business, trade, or profession rather than from an employer

Employment where people work for themselves rather than an employer, are responsible for their own work schedule, do
not have taxes or FICA withheld by an employer, and do not have coverage under an employer’s liability or Workforce
Safety and Insurance

Operating one’s own business, trade, or profession for profit equal to or greater than the hourly Pennsylvania minimum
wage

When an individual earns his/her living directly from his/her own profession or business and pays his/her own taxes rather
than earning a salary or commission from another
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