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WELCOME & AGENDA

• Objectives
• Overview of Project
• Presentation of the Braiding Funding for ECE Tool
• Questions
• PDG B-5 TA Center Resources
• Flexibility of COVID-19 Relief Funds
• Closing
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OBJECTIVES

• Increase understanding of the process for coordinating multiple 
funding streams to increase access to quality and 
comprehensive early childhood education services.

• Provide information on how to access and use the new tool and 
materials that can support braiding federal funding to expand 
access to services.

• Increase understanding of flexibility of COVID-19 Relief Funds



Braiding Federal Funding to Expand 
Access to Quality Early Care and 
Education and Early Childhood 
Supports and Services
A Tool for States and Local Communities

Jennifer Tschantz, ASPE 

Pia Caronongan, Mathematica

Katie Gonzalez, Mathematica

August 24,2021



Project Overview



Quick Poll
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Ways to use multiple funding streams

⁄ “Braiding”
- Multiple funding streams used to support total costs but tracked separately

⁄ “Blending” 
- Multiple funding streams are mixed to support total costs

⁄ “Layering” 
- Foundational funding supplemented by additional layers to add services
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Two foundational tasks informed the 
development of the tool
⁄ Review of existing resources

- 130 potentially relevant resources; focused on 52

⁄ Stakeholder discussions
- Administrators from state and local communities 
- Experts in ECE policy and finance
- Federal partners
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Key takeaways

⁄ There are many rich, existing resources
- Don’t reinvent the wheel

⁄ It can be challenging to figure out where to start or how to 
go about the process
- Helpful to break down and demystify the process

⁄ States and local communities vary in terms of context, 
experience, and needs related to the braiding process
- No one size fits all approach



Walk-through of The Braiding Funding for ECE Tool
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Thank you!

Jennifer Tschantz, ASPE
Jennifer.Tschantz@hhs.gov

Pia Caronongan, Mathematica
pcaronongan@mathematica-
mpr.com

Katie Gonzalez, Mathematica
kgonzalez@mathematica-
mpr.com

mailto:Jennifer.Tschantz@hhs.gov
mailto:pcaronongan@mathematica-mpr.com
mailto:kgonzalez@mathematica-mpr.com
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https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/covid-19-funding-overview-states-territories-and-tribes (OCC, May 2021)

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/covid-19-funding-overview-states-territories-and-tribes
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Expanding Access to Child Care Assistance (cont.)
 Data Systems to Support Equitable Access

o Modernizing and maintaining data systems allowable use of 
funds and does not count against administrative cap.

o Consider upgrades and improvements to provide more 
transparent and updated information to parents.

o Data upgrades and analysis to inform policies and determine if 
resources are being distributed equitably for families and 
providers.

o Strongly encouraged to upgrade with the objective of engaging 
providers and families in real-time.



• https://ecbraiding.mathematica.org/
• https://aspe.hhs.gov/reports/early-childhood-braiding
• https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/pdgb5_fi

nancetoolkit_acc.pdf
• https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sustaining-finances
• https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/establishing-governance-and-

sustainable-partnerships
• https://occ-cmc.org/6-17-21_ARP-Guide-SaT/

RESOURCES
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1100 Wilson Blvd., Suite 2800
Arlington, VA 22209-2268

Email: PDGB5TA@sri.com

Subscribe to updates
http://www.occ-cmc.org/occannouncements_sign-up/

This Center is funded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Child Care.

Contract Number HHSP233201500041I
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PDG B-5 TA Center
A Service of the Office of Child Care

mailto:pdgta@sri.com
http://www.occ-cmc.org/occannouncements_sign-up/
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