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Resources – Rate Setting for Next 3-Year CCDF Plan Cycle 

CCDF-ACF-PI-2018-01 (hhs.gov)
Guidance on alternative methodologies and cost analyses for purposes of establishing subsidy payment rates. 

2022–2024 CCDF Plan Preprint Training Presentation Section 4: Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for Low-
Income Children
This training presentation is used when delivering Section 4 of the 2022–2024 CCDF Plan Preprint Training. 
Section 4 addresses strategies that the Lead Agency uses to promote parental choice, ensure equal access, and 
increase the supply of child care, including requirements for conducting Market Rate Surveys and Alternative 
Methodologies. 

Considerations for Lead Agencies When Contracting for Market Rate Surveys (hhs.gov)
This brief explores what states should consider if they have decided to use a contractor to conduct a market rate 
survey. 

Steps to Conduct a Market Rate Survey or Alternative Methodology Across the 3-Year CCDF Plan Cycle | Child 
Care Technical Assistance Network (hhs.gov)
This document outlines the steps a Lead Agency must complete in conducting a market rate survey or approved 
alternative methodology and the narrow cost analysis. A checklist is provided to guide the process from 
stakeholder engagement through the posting of the detailed written report. 

5. For help understanding the process of using data to inform rate setting, see Using Market Rate Survey and Other 
Data Sources to Set Subsidy Payment Rates (2018), National Center on Subsidy Innovation and Accountability, 
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/using_market_rate_data_brief_4.pdf.  

CCDF Payment Rates - Understanding the 75th Percentile | Child Care Technical Assistance Network (hhs.gov)
The CCDBG Act requires Lead Agencies to certify that rates are sufficient to ensure eligible children have equal 
access to child care services comparable to those in State or local sub-markets provided to children who are not 
eligible to receive CCDF or other Federal or State child care assistance. The benchmark for equal access 
established by the ACF Office of Child Care (OCC) is the 75th percentile of the current child care market. OCC 
considers payment rates set at the 75th percentile or higher as providing equal access. This brief assists in 
understanding the 75th percentile. 

Equal Access Resources | Child Care Technical Assistance Network (hhs.gov)
Equal access is the assurance that states and territories must provide in their CCDF plans that CCDF subsidies 
are sufficient to ensure eligible children have the same access to child care services that are comparable to 
services provided to children whose parents are not eligible to receive child care assistance. These resources, 
along with modules on market rate surveys, provide guidance on estimating costs of care and other tools and 
briefings on this topic support a deeper understanding of the comprehensive approach needed to assure equal 
access to child care. 

Office of Race and Equity Research | Urban Institute
The Urban Institute’s Office of Race and Equity Research conducts in-depth research, data analytics and tool 
development to help embed equity considerations in practice and decision making.    

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/occ/ccdf_acf_pi_2018_01.pdf
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/final_21_2_17_section_4_508_compliant.pdf
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/final_21_2_17_section_4_508_compliant.pdf
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/considerations-lead-agencies-when-contracting-market-rate-surveys
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/steps-conduct-market-rate-survey-or-alternative-methodology-across-3-year-ccdf-plan-cycle
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/steps-conduct-market-rate-survey-or-alternative-methodology-across-3-year-ccdf-plan-cycle
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/using_market_rate_data_brief_4.pdf
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/ccdf-payment-rates-understanding-75th-percentile
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/equal-access-resources
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/office-race-and-equity-research
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User Guide: Provider Cost of Quality Calculator | Child Care Technical Assistance Network (hhs.gov)

The User Guide for the Provider Cost of Quality Calculator (PCQC) provides information on using the PCQC – 
from the basics to the calculations. 

CCDF Budget Calculator Instructions | Child Care Technical Assistance Network (hhs.gov)
The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Budget Calculator is intended to help Lead Agencies understand the 
impact of three common factors on the CCDF budget. Specifically, the calculator looks at the impact of adjustments to: 

• reimbursement rates, 
• eligibility levels, and 
• co-pays. 

Program Integrity: Sample Data Sharing MOU. 
This resource provides assistance in developing a data sharing memorandum of understanding with 
contractors and subrecipients. 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/user-guide-provider-cost-quality-calculator
https://www.ecequalitycalculator.com/Login.aspx
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/ccdf-budget-calculator-instructions
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/data_sharing_mou_sample_brief_final_508_0.pdf



