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Citations within this Training 
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For clarity, the citations  for  this  Preprint training are identified in the same way  citations  are identified in the FY  2022-
2024  Preprint. Examples  of  the format  used  for  these citations  are included  in the first column in the table below. 

The  authors  acknowledge  that  when citing  Legal  Documents, the convention  illustrated  in the second column 
should be followed. However, to  align  with  the FY  2022-2024  Preprint  the simpler  citation  is being  used. 

Statute 42  U.S.C.  § 9858  (c)(4)(B)(i)  (2015). 

Citation  format  for the  Preprint  and  Preprint  Training... 

Rule Child  Care  and  Development  Fund,  
45 C.F.R.  § 98.45  (c)  (2016). 

Child  Care  and  Development  Fund  
(CCDF)  Program,  81  Fed.  Reg.  67,438,  

Preamble 67,493  (Sept.  30,  2016)  (codified  at  45  
C.F.R.  pt.  98).

Statute 658E(c)(4)(B)(i) 

Rule 98.45  (c) 

Preamble 81  FR,  p.  67493 

Guidelines  for Citing  Legal  Documents... 

CHILD  CARE AND  DEVELOPMENT  FUND  (CCDF) PLAN        FFY 2022-2024  | Section  7 

1. Citing the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act:
• The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act of 2014 was

originally published as Public Law 113-186. When the Act was first passed,

Office of Child Care (OCC) documents cited the Public Law. OCC’s link to

CCDBG follows:

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/occ/ccdbgact.pdf .

• However, the Act was codified in the U.S. Code (U.S.C.) in 2015. The U.S.C.

is considered the definitive legal source.

• The law is published in 42 U.S.C. §§ 9857–9858 (title 42, sections 9857–

9858). Almost all the content is in section 9858, which is broken into 9858a

through 9858r. Within each subsection, elements of the law are further

labeled with numbers and letters. A link to the Act in the U.S.C. (title 42,

sections 9857–9858) follows:

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2015-

title42/html/USCODE-2015-title42-chap105-subchapII-B.htm.

2. Citing Child Care and Development Fund Regulations:

3 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2015-title42/html/USCODE-2015-title42-chap105-subchapII-B.htm
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/occ/ccdbgact.pdf


      

     

  

        

     

    

    

  

  

        

      

       

 

       
  

  

   

  

    

      

   

• The language in 45 C.F.R. 98 was updated through the publication of a final

rule in September 2016. OCC link to the CCDF Final Regulations:

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/law-regulation/The language in 45 C.F.R. 98

was updated through the publication of a final rule in September 2016.

OCC’s link to the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) final regulations

follows: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/law-regulation/ccdf-final-regulations.

• Although changes in the final rule were originally published in the Federal

Register, the regulatory language in the rule was codified in the Code of

Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) shortly thereafter. The C.F.R. is the definitive

source for the regulatory language that governs CCDF. This language is

published in 45 C.F.R. 98 (title 45, part 98) and 45 C.F.R. 99 (title 45, part 99).

Thus, references to the regulatory language—even new language that was

introduced in the final rule—should cite the C.F.R. A link to the regulations

in the C.F.R. follows: https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-

idx?SID=4f7ade0a312b92f614ef180b7bbbec06&mc=true&node=pt45.1.98&

rgn=div5.

3. Citing the Child Care and Development Fund Preamble:
• OCC’s link to the Federal Register document containing the CCDF Preamble

follows: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2016-09-30/pdf/2016-

22986.pdf.

• The regulatory language is the formal policy language, and the preamble is

the explanation behind it. The preamble includes recommendations and

benchmarks, responses to comments submitted during the public comment

period, and research and reasoning behind the regulations. The preamble is

not published in the C.F.R.; therefore, references to material found only in

the preamble should cite the Federal Register. A link to the Federal Register

follows: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2016-09-30/pdf/2016-

22986.pdf.
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2016-09-30/pdf/2016-22986.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2016-09-30/pdf/2016-22986.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f7ade0a312b92f614ef180b7bbbec06&mc=true&node=pt45.1.98&rgn=div5
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/law-regulation/ccdf-final-regulations
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/law-regulation/The


                

    

      

      

    

 

      

        

    

  

“To increase the number  and 

percentage  of low-income 

children in high-quality  child care 

settings” (98.1 (a)(7)). 

CCDF Core 
Purpose  
Addressed in 
Section  7: 

Continuous 
Quality  
Improvement 

4 CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Information Memorandum Insight: “When reauthorizing CCDBG, Congress added a new

purpose: to increase the number and percentage of low-income children in high-quality

child care settings.” Source: Office of Child Care. (2015). Building the supply of high-quality

child care (CCDF-ACF-IM-2015-02). U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,

Administration for Children and Families. https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/im-2015-

02

2. Training Emphasis: Section 6 and 7 discussions of quality funds are not limited to CCDF

programs - supply building can go to any child care provider to increase the range of

options/supply of care for families and may be of particular interest as Lead Agencies look

for strategies to rebuild or stabilize the supply of child care.

4 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/policy-guidance/building-supply-high-quality-child-care


                

     

   

      

      

      

  

Section 7 Key Questions  

5 

“The Child Care and Development  

Fund (CCDF) offers  Lead Agencies  

flexibility  to determine the best  

strategies  to build the necessary  

supply  of  high-quality  child care that  

meets  the needs  of  children  and 

families  in their communities.” 

Source:  Office  of  Child  Care.  (2015).  Building  the  supply of  high-quality child  

care  (CCDF-ACF-IM-2015-02). U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  

Services,  Administration  for  Children  and  Families.  

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/im-2015-02 

What does  the  Lead  Agency’s  assessment of  
quality  activities  determine  about the  need  to  carry  
out such  activities?  Are  there  gaps  in  high-quality  
care  that aren’t being  addressed? 

How  will  the  Lead  Agency  invest quality  funds  to  
improve  the  quality  of child  care  in  their 
jurisdiction? 

What are the  Lead  Agency’s  strategies  to  evaluate  
and  assess  the  effectiveness of their quality  fund  
investments? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Highlights: The questions in section 7 offer Lead Agencies the opportunity to think about 

what quality improvement activities are most meaningful to the children, families, and 

providers they serve. These activities include the evaluation and assessment methods used 

to understand the effectiveness of quality improvement supports. Many Lead Agencies 

find that, over time, these activities and evaluation techniques evolve to reflect the 

current state of the early childhood education (ECE) field. 

5 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/policy-guidance/building-supply-high-quality-child-care


                

  

     

      

     

    

 

Why Are  the Section 7  Key Que stions Important? 

“In short, high-quality  child care is a  linchpin to  the creation  of  an  

educational system  that successfully  supports the country’s 

workforce development,  economic security and  global 

competitiveness. Successful implementation  of  the CCDBG Act of  

2014  will ensure that child care is not only safe, but also supports 

children’s healthy development and their  future academic 

achievement and  success” (81  Fed. Reg. 67443). 

6 CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Highlights: Further evidence of the importance of quality child care was Congress’s 

directive to increase the share of funds that Lead Agencies are required to spend on 

quality activities from a minimum of 4 percent to 9 percent over 5 years. This directive also 

authorizes a minimum of 3 percent spending to improve the quality of care for infants and 

toddlers. 

2. Important Resource: Also see the information memorandum, Building the Supply of High-

Quality Child Care. 

6 
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Section 7: Program Instructions (PI) and Information Memoranda (IM) 

Section  

Number 
Section 

PI  or IM  Log 

Number 
PI  or IM  Subject PI  or IM  weblink 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/r

esource/ccdf-acf-im-2020-01 

 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/r 

esource/im-2015-02 

Child  Care  and  Development  Fund  (CCDF)  

Discretionary  Funds Appropriated  in  the  

Coronavirus Aid,  Relief,  and  Economic 

Security  Act  (CARES  Act)  (Public Law  116-

136)  passed  into  law  on  March  27,  2020 

Support  

Continuous 

Quality  

Improvement 

CCDF-ACF-IM-

2020-01 

Support  

Continuous 

Quality  

Improvement 

Building  the  Supply  of  High-Quality  Child  

Care  
CCDF-ACF-IM-

2015-02 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 7 

1. Highlights: Two important resources are listed here. COVID-19 caused Lead Agencies to 

think differently about how children and families are accessing quality, which informs their 

quality investments. This first information memorandum will support Lead Agencies in 

understanding their options around quality investments. 

7 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/policy-guidance/ccdf-discretionary-funds-appropriated-cares-act-public-law-116-136-passed-law
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/policy-guidance/building-supply-high-quality-child-care


                

   

       

     

Section 7 Refinements 

FY  2019–2021  CCDF Preprint 

Support  Continuous  Quality  Improvement 

7.1 
Quality Activities Needs Assessment for child care 

services 

7.2 Use of Quality Funds 

7.3 
Supporting training and PD of the Child Care Workforce 

with CCDF Quality Funds 

7.4 QRIS [Quality Rating and Improvement Systems] 

7.5 
Improving the Supply and Quality of Child Care 

Programs and Services for Infants and Toddlers 

7.6 Child Care Resource and Referral 

7.7 Facilitating Compliance with State Standards 

7.8 
Evaluation  and Assessing the Quality and Effectiveness 

of Child Care Programs and Services 

7.9 Accreditation  Support 

7.10 Program Standards 

7.11 
Early Learning and Development Guidelines and Other 

Quality Improvement Activities 

FY  2022–2024  CCDF Preprint 

8 

Support  Continuous  Quality  Improvement 

7.1 
Quality Activities Needs Assessment for Child Care 

Services 

7.2 Use of Quality Funds 

7.3 
Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) or 

Another System of Quality Improvement 

7.4 
Improving the Supply and Quality of Child Care 

Programs and Services for Infants and Toddlers 

7.5 Child Care Resource and Referral 

7.6 Facilitating Compliance with State Standards 

7.7 
Evaluating and Assessing the Quality and Effectiveness 

of Child Care Programs and Services 

7.8 Accreditation  Support 

7.9 Program Standards 

7.10 Other Quality Improvement Activities 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Refinements: The questions related to the quality funds invested in professional 

development were moved to section 6. The subsection on early learning and 

developmental guidelines was also moved to section 6. 

8 



    

      

   

   

  

    

    

   

  

  

  

                

     

       

      

     

 

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses 

Question  

Number 
Question Report Elements 

Describe the findings of 

the assessment and  if 

any  overarching  goals 

for quality  improvement 

were  identified. 

7.1.2 • 1.2: Goals for Quality  Improvement QPR 

• 2.10.1: Did the state/territory spend CCDF quality set-aside funds to support the 

7.2.1 Check  the quality  

improvement activities 

in which the 

state/territory  is 

investing. 

training and professional development of the child care workforce? QPR 

• 2.10.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to support the training 

and professional development of the child care workforce? 

• 3.2.1: Did the state/territory spend CCDF quality set-aside funds on the 

development of implementation of early learning and development guidelines? 

• 3.2.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to develop or implement 

early learning and development guidelines? 

• 4.12.1: Did the state/territory use CCDF quality set-aside funds to support QRIS? 

• 4.12.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to support QRIS? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 9 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the Quality Progress Report (QPR) and offers 

many opportunities to crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify 

opportunities for continued work. The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 CCDF 

Plans and will be updated to align with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when the current 

form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

9 



    

         

            

     

         

        

           

      

       

     

         

    

        

        

        

                

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses 

Question  

Number 
Question Report Elements 

• 5.7.1: Did the state/territory use CCDF quality set-aside funds in addition 

7.2.1 Check  the  quality  

improvement  activities in  

which  the  state  or  

territory  is investing. 

to the 3 percent infant/toddler set-aside to improve the supply and quality QPR 
of child care programs and services for infants and toddlers? 

• 5.7.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to improve the 

supply and quality of child care programs and services for infants and 

toddlers? 

• 6.1: Describe how CCDF quality funds were used to establish or expand a 

statewide system of child care resource and referral. 

• 6.3.1: Did the state/territory use CCDF quality set-aside funds to establish 

or expand a statewide CCR&R agency? 

• 6.3.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to establish or 

expand a statewide CCR&R agency? 

• 7.5.1: Did the state/territory spend CCDF quality set-aside funds on 

facilitating compliance with state or territory requirements for inspections, 

monitoring, health and safety standards and training, and licensing 

standards? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 10 

1. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

10 



    
 

 

  

 

   

  

  

    

   

    

   

  

     

  

   

                

        

    

       

  

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses 
(continued) 

Question 

Number 
Question Report Elements 

• 7.5.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds on facilitating 

7.2.1 Check the quality QPR compliance with state or territory requirements for inspections, monitoring, 

improvement activities in health and safety standards, and training and licensing standards? 

which the state or territory • 8.3.1: Did the state/territory spend CCDF quality set-aside funds on evaluating 
is investing. the quality of child care programs, practices, or child development during the 

last federal fiscal year? 

• 8.3.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to evaluate the quality 

of child care programs, practice, or child development? 

• 9.2.1: Did the state/territory spend CCDF quality set-aside funds on 

accreditation? 

• 9.2.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to support 

accreditation? 

• 10.2.1: Did the state/territory spend CCDF quality set-aside funds on 

supporting the development or adoption of high-quality program standards 

related to health, mental health, nutrition, physical activity, and physical 

development? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 11 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many opportunities to 

crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify opportunities for continued work. 

The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 CCDF Plans and will be updated to align 

with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

11 



      

 

 

 

 

  

                

    

    

       

      

  

     

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question 
Question Report Elements 

Number 

• 10.2.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to support the development or 

adoption of high-quality program standards? 
QPR 

7.2.1 Check the quality • 11.2.1: Did the state/territory spend CCDF quality set-aside funds on other activities to 
improvement activities in improve the quality of child care? 
which the state or territory is 

investing. • 11.2.2: Did the state/territory use other non-CCDF funds to improve the quality of child 

care? 

• Element 1(b): Expenditures for quality activities excluding infant/toddler quality activities. ACF 696 

7.3.1 Does your state or territory 

have a quality rating and 

improvement system? 

QPR 
• 4.1: Did the status of your state/territory QRIS change? 

QPR • 4.2: Did the types of providers included in the state/territory QRIS change? 

• 4.3: Is participation in the state/territory QRIS mandatory for providers? 
Indicate how providers 

7.3.2 participate in the state or 
• Element 33: QRIS Participation ACF 801 

territory’s QRIS. 
• Element 34: QRIS Rating 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 12 

1. Training Emphasis: The ACF-801 contains case-level data that is collected monthly and 

reported either monthly or quarterly. Lead Agencies would need to take additional steps 

to compile their data. Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many 

opportunities to crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify opportunities for 

continued work. The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 CCDF Plans and will be 

updated to align with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

12 



     

 

   

   

   

       

       

   

   

   

    

    

   

     

    

       

    

   

   

       

    

                

        

    

       

  

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question 
Question Report Elements 

Number 

Do the state/territory’s quality QPR • 7.1: Has the state/territory aligned health and safety 

7.3.4 standards build on its licensing standards with Caring for Our Children Basics, Head 

requirements and other regulatory Start, or state prekindergarten? 

requirements? 

7.3.5 
Does the state/territory provide 

financial incentives and other QPR 

• 4.8: Did the state/territory provide one-time grants, 

awards, or bonuses connected to QRIS? 

supports designed to expand the 

full diversity of child care options 
• 4.9: Did the state/territory provide ongoing or periodic 

and help child care providers 
quality stipends connected to QRIS? 

improve the quality of services that 

are provided through the QRIS? 
• 4.10: Did the state/territory provide ongoing technical 

assistance related to the QRIS? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 13 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many opportunities to 

crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify opportunities for continued work. 

The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 CCDF Plans and will be updated to align 

with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

13 



     

 

    

    

       

     

   

       

       

        

 

        

   

       

    

        

  

     

                

        

    

       

  

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question 
Question Report Elements 

Number 

• 4.4: Enter the number of programs that met the state's 
7.3.6 Describe the measurable indicators of high-quality definition. QPR 

progress relevant to this use of funds • 4.5: Enter the number of CCDF children in high-quality 
that the state/territory will use to evaluate care by age grouping. 
its progress in improving the quality of 

• 4.6: Provide the percentage of CCDF children in high-child care programs and services within 
quality care by age grouping. the state/territory and the data on the 

extent to which the state or territory has • 4.7: Provide the number of programs that participated in 

met these  measures. the state or territory’s QRIS. 

• 4.13: Describe the measures used and progress made. 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 14 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many opportunities to 

crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify opportunities for continued work. 

The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 CCDF Plans and will be updated to align 

with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

14 



     

 

        

  

        

         

         

          

  

           

   

          

     

                

        

    

       

  

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question 
Question Report Elements Number 

• 5.1: Provide the total number of state-funded infant/toddler specialists 

available to providers. 
Describe  the  measurable  

indicators of progress  

relevant  to  this use  of  funds 

that  the  state/territory  will  

use  to  evaluate  its progress 

in  improving  the  quality  of  

child  care programs and  

services for  infants and  

toddlers within  the  

state/territory  and  the  data  

on  the  extent  to  which  the  

state  or  territory  has met  

these  measures.  

7.4.2 QPR • 5.2: Provide the number of professionals receiving any state-funded 

onsite  coaching  in  infant/toddler  practice. 

• 5.3: What percentage of the professionals listed in 5.2 serve CCDF 

children? 

• 5.4: Provide the total number of state-funded infant/toddler health 

consultants. 

• 5.5: Did the state/territory conduct an analysis of supply and demand 

for infant/toddler slots? 

• 5.6: Provide the number of staffed FCC [family child care] networks 

supported by the CCDF funds. 

• 5.8: Describe the measure used and progress made to improve the 

supply and quality of infant/toddler care. 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 15 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many opportunities to 

crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify opportunities for continued work. 

The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 CCDF Plans and will be updated to align 

with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

15 



     

 

    

 

    

    

      

    

      

      

      

                

        

    

       

  

   

   

 

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question 
Question Report Elements 

Number 

ACF 696 • Element 1(c): Expenditures for Infant/Toddler 
7.4.2 

Quality Activities. 

Describe  the  measurable  indicators of  progress 

relevant  to  this use  of  funds that  the  

state/territory  will  use  to  evaluate  its progress in  

improving  the  quality  of  child  care programs  and  

services within  the  state/territory  and  the  data  on  

the  extent  to  which  the  state/territory  has met  

these  measures. 

QPR • Describe the measures used and progress 7.5.2 
made during the last year. 

What  strategies does your  state/territory  fund  

with  CCDF quality  funds to  facilitate  child  care 

providers’  compliance  with  state/territory  
requirements for  inspection,  monitoring,  training,  

and  health  and  safety,  and  with  state/territory  

licensing  standards? 

• 7.4: How many child care staff, including 7.6.1 QPR 
caregivers, teachers, and directors received 

coaching or TA [technical assistance] to 

improve their understanding and adherence to 

health and safety standards (as result of an 

inspection)? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 16 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many opportunities to 

crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify opportunities for continued work. 

The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 CCDF Plans and will be updated to align 

with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can help 

inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families data or 

other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

16 



     

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

                

     

  

      

       

 

       

   

    

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question 
Question Report Elements 

Number 

Describe the measurable indicators of progress relevant to this 7.6.3 QPR 
use of funds that the state/territory will use to evaluate its 

• 7.6: Describe the measures used and progress 
progress in improving the quality of child care programs and 

made during the last federal fiscal year. 
services within the state/territory and the data on the extent to 

which the state or territory has met these measures. 

• 8.1: What assessment tools did the state/territory Describe how the state/territory measures the quality and 7.7.1 QPR 
use in center-based programs? 

being offered, including any tools used to measure child, 

family, teacher, classroom, or provider improvements, and how 

effectiveness of child care programs and services currently 

• 8.2: What assessment tool did the state/territory use 

the state/territory evaluates how those tools positively impact 

children. 

to measure quality of program and effective practice 

in family child care programs? 

Describe the measurable indicators of progress relevant to this 7.7.2 QPR 
use of funds that the state/territory will use to evaluate its • 8.4: Describe the measures used and progress 
progress in improving the quality of child care programs and made during the last federal fiscal year. 
services within the state/territory and the data on the extent to 

which the state or territory has met these measures. 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 17 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many 

opportunities to crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify 

opportunities for continued work. The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 

CCDF Plans and will be updated to align with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when 

the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can 

help inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

data or other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 
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CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question 

Number Question Report Elements 

Does the state/territory support child care providers in the 

voluntary pursuit of accreditation  by a national  accrediting 

body with demonstrated, valid, and reliable program 

standards of high  quality? 

ACF 801 • Element 35: Accreditation Status 
7.8.1 

Describe the measurable indicators of progress relevant to 

this use of funds that the state/territory will  use to evaluate 

its progress in improving the quality of child care programs 

and services within the state/territory and the data on  the 

extent to which the state or territory has met these 

measures. 

• 9.1: How many providers did the state or territory 

support in their pursuit of accreditation? 

7.8.2 QPR • 9.3: Describe the measures used and progress 

made this federal fiscal year. 

• Element 36: Provider is subject to state 

prekindergarten standards. Describe how the state/territory supports state/territory or 

local efforts to develop or adopt high-quality program • Element 37: Other State-defined Quality 
ACF 801 7.9.1 standards, including standards for infants and toddlers, Measures 

preschoolers, and/or school  age children. • Element 38: Provider is subject to Head Start or 

Early Head Start standards. 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 18 

1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many 

opportunities to crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify 

opportunities for continued work. The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 

CCDF Plans and will be updated to align with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when 

the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can 

help inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

data or other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

18 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

     

  

      

       

 

       

   

    

CCDF Data That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question Report Elements 
Question 

Number 

• 10.1: Does the state/territory have quality 

7.9.1 
QPR 

improvement standards that include 
Describe how the state/territory supports state/territory or local  efforts to 

develop or adopt high-quality program standards, including standards for 

infants and toddlers, preschoolers and/or school age children. 

indicators beyond what is required for 

licensing? 

• 10.1.2: If yes, check which indicators the 

state/territory has established. 

Describe the measurable indicators of progress relevant to this use of • 10.3: Describe the measures used and 7.9.2 QPR 
funds that the state/territory will use to evaluate its progress in improving progress made during the last fiscal year. 
the quality of child care programs and services within the state/territory 

and the data on the extent to which the state or territory has met these 

measures. 

List and describe any other activities that the state/territory provides to 

improve the quality of child care  services for  infants and toddlers, 

preschool-aged, and school-aged children, which  may include consumer 

and provider education activities; and also describe the measurable 

indicators of progress for each  activity relevant to this use of funds that 

the state/territory will  use to evaluate its progress in  improving provider 

preparedness, child safety, child well-being, or kindergarten  entry, and the

data on  the extent to which the state or territory has met these measures. 

• 11.1: Describe the measures used and 

progress made during the last fiscal  year. 
7.10.1 QPR 
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1. Highlights: Section 7 is robustly connected to the QPR and offers many 

opportunities to crosswalk responses to ensure consistency and identify 

opportunities for continued work. The current QPR aligns with the FY 2019–2021 

CCDF Plans and will be updated to align with the FY 2022–2024 CCDF Plans when 

the current form expires. 

2. Discussion Question: What other sources of administrative or partner data can 

help inform your responses (for example, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

data or other sources of data your Lead Agency collects)? 

19 



      

                

Key Resources That May Inform Section 7 Responses 

Question  

Number 
Question Resource Link 

7 Support 

Continuous 

Quality 

Improvement

Quality Compendium: A Catalog and Comparison of Quality 

Initiatives Like Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (n.d.) 
https://qualitycompendium.org/ 

Assessment Tool: The Benchmarks for Quality Improvement Self-

Assessment Tool (2015) can help states and territories assess 

their current status and measure progress in implementing 
 
program quality improvement systems. 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/benchmarks-

quality-improvement-self-assessment-tool 

Assessment Tool: The Benchmarks for Quality Improvement 

(BQI): Measuring Progress in State and Territory Program  Quality 

Improvement Efforts (2015) tool  was developed  to  help states and

territories assess and measure progress in program quality 

improvement systems and assess  their current status in  

improving their early education and school-age care quality. 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/benchmarks-  
quality-improvement-measuring-progress-state-and-

territory-program-quality 

7.4 Quality in  

Infant and 

Toddler 

Programs 

and Services

Report: Supporting Babies through QRIS: Implementation Status 

and Tools in US States & Jurisdictions (2015) 

Tool: Strengthening State and Territory Infant/Toddler Child Care 
 System Policies and Practices: A Tool for Advancing 

Infant/Toddler Child Care Quality (n.d.) 

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/189-

supporting-babies-through-qris-implementation-

status-and-tools-in-us-states-jurisdictions 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/infant-toddler-

resource-guide/strengthening-infant-toddler-child-

care-policy-tool 
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Key Resources That May Inform Section 7 Responses (continued) 

Question

Number 

  
Question Resource Link 

7.5  
Child  Care  Resource 

and  Referral 

Website:  Child  Care  Aware’s site  
 
(information  about  child  care resource  and  

referral  services) 

https://www.childcareaware.org/ 

7.6 
Facilitating  

Compliance  with  

State  Standards 

Webinar:  Coordinated  Monitoring  in  Early 

Care  and  Education:  Benefits 

and  Strategies (2016) 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/webi 

nar-coordinated-monitoring-early-care-and-

education-benefits-and-strategies 

7.7 Evaluating  and  

Assessing  the  

Quality  and  

Effectiveness of  

Child  Care  Programs

and  Services 

Report:  Quality in  Early Childhood  Care  and  

Education  Settings:  A  Compendium  of  

Measures,  Second  Edition  (2010)  provides 

detailed  information  about  program  

assessment  measures,  including  the  
 purpose  of  the  measures,  intended  ages 

and  settings,  administration  of  the  

measures,  reliability,  and  validity. 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/resource/quality 

-in-early-childhood-care-and-education-

settings-a-compendium-of 
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Section  7: Connections with Other Sections 

22 

Ensure  Equal  
Access  to Child 
Care  for Low -

Income  Children 

(Section  4) 

Promote  Family  
Engagement  

through  Outreach 
and  Consumer 

Education  

(Section  2) Establish Standards  
and  Monitoring  
Processes  to 

Ensure  the  Health 
and  Safety  of  Child 

Care  Settings  
(Section 5)  

Recruit  and  Retain a  
Qualified and 

Effective  Child Care  
Workforce  

(Section  6) 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Highlights: Section 7 builds on the foundation set in previous sections: 

• Section 2: Consumer education materials must include information on the quality 

of providers that families choose. 

• Section 4: Lead Agencies must consider the cost of quality child care in setting 

payment rates. 

• Section 5: Ensuring children’s health and safety is the foundation for quality child 

care. 

• Section 6: A qualified and effective child care workforce is key to providing quality 

child care. 
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Section  7: Key  Decisions 

23 

“Low-income children 

stand to benefit the most 

from a high-quality  early  

childhood experience.” 

(81 FR, p. 67438) 

What  activities  will the L ead  Agency  
invest  in to  improve  the  quality  of  child  
care? 

What types of   activities  will  the  Lead  
Agency  invest  in to improve the  supply  and 
quality  of  child care programs  and services  
for  infants  and  toddlers? 

How  will the  results  of  the  quality  
activities  be e valuated  and a ssessed? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Training Emphasis: Lead Agencies must spend a minimum of 9 percent of their CCDF 

dollars on quality. In addition, states are required to spend at least 3 percent of their CCDF 

award on activities to improve the quality of infant/toddler care. This 3 percent set-aside 

for infant/toddler care is in addition to the 9 percent quality set-aside. How to invest this 

money is a key decision for states. Consider how your responses in section 7 connect with 

information reported in the QPR and remember to address all pertinent provider types 

when formulating your responses. 

2. Highlights: Be sure to align responses in section 7 with responses in other sections, 

including questions around professional development. For instance, how will the 

investment in quality activities impact rates or other payment practices. 

23 



                

      

        

“First,  this  rule  requires  the  use of  the  quality  funds  to align with an  

assessment  of  the  Lead  Agency’s  need  to carry  out  such services.  

As pa rt  of  this  assessment,  we expect  Lead  Agencies  to review  

current  expenditures  on  quality,  assess  the  need  for  quality  

investment  in comparison  with revised  purposes  of  the  Act,  

including  the  placement  of  more  low-income children  in  high-

quality  child care,  and determine  the  most  effective  and efficient  

distribution  of  funding among and across  the  categories  

authorized  by  the  Act.  

Second, the  activities  must  include measurable indicators  of  

progress  in accordance with the  requirement  at § 98.53(f)”  (81  FR,  

p. 67521). 

24 

7.1: Quality  
Activities  
Needs  
Assessment 
for Child 
Care 
Services 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Preamble Insight: “Lead Agencies have the flexibility to design an assessment of quality 
activities that best meets their needs, including how often they do the assessment” (81 FR, 

p. 67521). 
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7.1.1:  Quality  Activity  Needs Assessment for Child Care  Services 

Examples of  data  that  can  be  used  for  the  quality  needs assessment  follow: 

1. Data  available  from  market  rate  surveys,  QRIS,  child  care resource  and  

referral  agencies,  and  licensing  agencies. 

2. Data  from  other  agencies that  conduct  needs assessments,  such  as 

Maternal  and  Infant  Early  Childhood  Home  Visitation  programs and  Head  

Start. 

3. Data  from  agencies administering  workforce  development  and  employment  

services,  TANF agencies,  schools and  community  colleges. 

4. Data  from  city  planners and  businesses. 

Source:  Office  of  Child  Care.  (2015).  Building  the  supply of  high-quality child  care (CCDF-ACF-IM-2015-02). U.S.  Department  of  
Health  and  Human  Services,  Administration  for  Children  and  Families.  https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/im-2015-02 

25 

Needs  should  be  
considered 

• within all  localities, 

• across  all  categories  
of care, 

• for all  ages  of 
children, and 

• for any  special 
populations. 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Highlights: Data that might be considered in the assessment are highlighted: “Lead 

Agencies should give special consideration to the needs of underserved communities, 

including low-income communities of color, language minority communities, and other 

communities with limited economic resources, and consider how providers in such 

communities can benefit from quality improvement strategies.” Source: Office of Child 
Care. (2015). Building the supply of high-quality child care (CCDF-ACF-IM-2015002). U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/occ/ccdf_acf_im_2015_02.pdf 

2. Training Emphasis: “ACF recommends that Lead Agencies examine all localities in its 

jurisdiction as well as all categories of care. A community with an adequate supply of one 

category of care may face shortages for another category” (81 FR, p. 67455). 

25 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/occ/ccdf_acf_im_2015_02.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/policy-guidance/building-supply-high-quality-child-care


                

  

7.1.2:  Describe the  findings of the  assessment and overarching goals. 

“States will need  to  prioritize  which of  the  

unmet needs is most acute  in a particular 

area, or for a particular vulnerable 

subpopulation  in an  area, and  the  

corresponding supply-building  strategy.” 

Source:  Office  of  Child  Care.  (2015).  Building  the  supply  of  high-quality  child  care (CCDF-ACF-IM-2015-02). U.S.  
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  Administration  for  Children  and  Families.  
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/im-2015-02 
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Lead Agencies  
describe  … 

the  type,  frequency,  
and  results  of  the  
assessment  they  use  to  
determine  what  types  
of  quality  activities  will  
best  meet  the  needs  of  
their  providers. 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Refinements: 7.1.2 added a request for an available weblink (if applicable). 

26 
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 CCDF Plan 

(ACF 118) 

Quality 
Progress 
Report 

(ACF 218) 
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7.2:  Use of 
Quality  
Funds 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

Lead  Agencies  report on  their quality  improvement investments  in  
three  ways: 

• CCDF Plan  (ACF 118)

• Quality  Progress  Report (QPR; ACF 218)

• Annual  Expenditure  Report (ACF 696)

1. Refinement: The following was added to the introduction of section 7: “These activities

can benefit infants and toddlers through school-age populations, and all categories of care.

It is important that while Lead Agencies have the flexibility to define ‘high quality’ and

develop strategies and standards to support their definition, Lead Agencies should

consider how that definition and those strategies for different provider types reflect and

acknowledge their unique differences and how quality varies in different settings,

including family child care and small care settings as well as child care centers.”

2. Training Emphasis: States and territories are asked to report on quality improvement

investments in three ways, through the CCDF Plan, quality expenditures, and the QPR.

These three reporting mechanisms support Lead Agencies in providing a full picture of

their quality improvement investments and efforts.

3. Preamble Insight: “CCDF also funds quality improvements for settings beyond those that

serve children receiving subsidies. CCDF has helped lay the groundwork for development

of State early learning systems.” (81 FR, p. 67422)
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(ACF 696) 



           

 

    

    
   

         

  

    

        

   

   

          

  

    

         

  

    

        

  

    

     

  

    

          

  

    

    

  

    

        
       

  

  

   

      
       
 

  

  

    

                

    

  

        

    

  

7.2.1: Check the quality improvement activities in which the state/territory is investing. 

Quality Improvement Activity 

Type of Funds Used for 

This Activity (check all 

that apply) 

Other Funds 

(describe) 

Related 

Section 

a. Supporting the training and professional development of the child care workforce as discussed in 6.2. ☐

☐

 i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

6.3 

b. Developing, maintaining, or implementing early learning and developmental guidelines. ☐ 

☐ 

i. CCDF funds 

ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

6.4 

c. Developing, implementing, or enhancing a tiered quality rating and improvement system. ☐ 

☐

i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.3 

d. Improving the supply and quality of child care services for infants and toddlers. ☐ 

☐

i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.4 

e. Establishing or expanding a statewide system of CCR&R services, as discussed in 1.7. ☐

☐

 i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.5 

f. Facilitating Compliance with State Standards ☐ 

☐

i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.6 

g. Evaluating and assessing the quality and effectiveness of child care services within the state/territory. ☐ 

☐

i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.7 

h. Accreditation Support ☐ i. CCDF funds 

☐ ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.8 

i. Supporting state/territory or local efforts to develop high-quality program standards relating to health, 
mental health, nutrition, physical activity, and physical development. 

☐

☐

 i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.9 

j. Other activities determined by the state/territory to improve the quality of child care services and 
which measurement of outcomes related to improved provider preparedness, child safety, child well-
being, or kindergarten entry is possible. 

☐

☐

 i. CCDF funds 

 ii. State general funds 

Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

7.10 
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1. Refinements: The questions have been arranged in a table format, and the option to check 

“State General Funds” funding is included. 

2. Training Emphasis: Lead Agencies need to respond only to the categories in which they 

invest. At least one category must be checked. 

3. Highlights: The final column, entitled “Related Sections,” provides a quick guide on how 

question elements are addressed in subsections. 
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“We  encourage Lead  Agencies to implement 

QRIS that are applicable to  all  child care 

sectors and  address the  needs of  all children, 

including children of  all ages, families of  all  

cultural-socio-economic backgrounds, and  

practitioners.”  (81 FR, p. 67524) 

29 

7.3:  Quality  
Rating and 
Improvement 
System  (QRIS)
or Another 
System of 
Quality  
Improvement 
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1. Preprint Highlights: In this section, Lead Agencies may respond based on other systems of 

quality improvement, even those that are not called a quality rating and improvement 

system (QRIS), so long as the other quality improvement system contains the elements of 

a QRIS. “QRIS” refers to a systematic framework for evaluating, improving, and 
communicating the level of quality in early childhood programs; it contains five key 

elements: 

• Program standards 

• Supports for programs to improve quality 

• Financial incentives and supports 

• Quality assurance and monitoring 

• Outreach and consumer education 

29 



                

   

7.3.1: Does your state/territory have a quality rating and improvement system  or another system  of quality improvement? 

☐ a. No,  the  state/territory  has  no  plans  for QRIS development.  If  
no, skip  to 7.4.1. 

☐ b. No,  but the  state/territory  is in  the  QRIS development phase. If  
no, skip  to 7.4.1. 

☐ c. Yes, the  state/territory  has  a QRIS operating  statewide  or 
territory-wide. Describe how  the  QRIS is administered  (e.g.,  
statewide  or locally  or through  CCR&R entities) and  any  partners, 
and  provide  a  link, if available. 

☐ d. Yes, the  state/territory  has a  QRIS initiative  operating  as a  
pilot-test in  a  few  localities  or only  a  few  levels  but does  not have  a  
fully  operating  initiative  on  a statewide  or territory-wide  basis. 
Provide  a  link, if available. 

☐ e. Yes, the  state/territory  has another system  of quality 
improvement.  Describe  the  other system  of quality  improvement 
and  provide  a  link, if available. 

30 

If  selecting  “a” or
“b,” skip to 
question 7.4.1. 
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1. Refinements: The previous subsection 7.3 is moved to sub-section 6.3. 
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7.3.2: Indicate how providers participate in the state or territory’s QRIS or another system of 
quality improvement. 

a. Are providers required to participate in the QRIS or another system of quality 

improvement? Check all that apply if response differs for different categories of care. 
In the FY  2019 –2021  CCDF  
Plan  responses,  Lead  
Agencies identified  the 
following programs as  
participating  in  quality  
improvement  activities:  

• Tribal  programs 

• Programs operated  by  the 
Department  of Defense 

• License -exempt, school -
based programs 

• Early  Intervention  Part  C 
Programs 

☐ i. Participation is voluntary. 

☐ ii. Participation is partially mandatory. 

☐ iii. Participation is required for all providers. 

b. Which types of settings or distinctive approaches to early childhood education and 

care participate in the state/territory’s QRIS or another system of quality 
improvement? 

c. Describe how the Lead Agency’s QRIS, or other system for improving quality, 
considers how quality may look different in the different types of provider settings 

which participate in the QRIS or other system of quality improvement. For instance, 

does the system of quality improvement consider what quality looks like in a family 

child care home with mixed-age groups versus child care centers with separate age 

groups, or are standards related to quality environments flexible enough to define 

quality in home-based environments, as well as child care center environments? 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 31 

1. Refinements: The wording in question 7.3.2(a)(ii) was updated and includes, “Participation 

is mandatory for programs serving children birth to age 5 receiving a subsidy.” The 

question 7.3.2(c) is new and was not asked in previous Plans. 

2. Training Emphasis: For “a–ii,” describe whether participation is mandatory for providers 

serving children receiving a subsidy or for all licensed providers. If “ii” is checked, describe 

the relationship between QRIS participation and subsidy (for example, minimum rating 

required, reimbursed at higher rates for achieving higher ratings, or participation at any 

level). 
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7.3:  Quality  Rating  and Improvement  System 

7.3.3 

Identify  how  the state or territory  supports and assesses  

the quality  of  child care providers.  

32 CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

7.3.4 

Do the state/territory’ s quality  standards 

build on its licensing requirements and 

other regulatory  requirements? 

1. Refinements: 7.3.3- Updated question wording. 
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7.3.5: Does the state/territory provide financial incentives and other supports? 

Financial incentive or other supports 

Licensed 

center-

based 

Legally 

exempt 

center-

based 

Licensed 

family child 

care home 

Legally exempt 

care in the 

provider’s home 

In-home (care 

in the child’s 
own home) 

i. One-time grants, awards, or bonuses ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

ii. Ongoing or periodic quality stipends ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

iii. Higher subsidy payments ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

iv. Training or technical assistance related to 

QRIS 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

v. Coaching/mentoring ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

vi. Scholarships, bonuses, or increased 

compensation for degrees/certificates ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

vii. Materials and supplies ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

viii. Priority access for other grants or 

programs 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

ix. Tax credits (providers or parents) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

x. Tax credits (providers or parents) ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
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1. Refinement: This was previously question 7.4.5 and is now a table with the categories of 

providers added. 
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We recognize some activities 

may have the same indicators 

of progress. However, each 

activity must be reported on 

and linked to some 

indicator(s). (81 FR p. 67521) 

7.3.6: Describe  the measu rable indicators of  progress. 

Describe the  measurable indicators of  

progress relevant  to subsection 7.3 that  the  

state/territory  will  use  to evaluate its progress 

in improving  the  quality  of  child care 

programs and services within the  

state/territory  and the  data on the  extent  to 

which the  state or territory  has met these 

measures. 
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7.3.6:  Examples  of Measurable Indicators of Progress 

• How  many  providers 

remained engaged with their

CCDF quality  funded

coaching/mentoring  plan to

conclusion  and  completed a 

preintervention  assessment?

• What  is  the  provider type 

and  geographic  location  of 

the  people  who  accessed

CCDF quality  funded

scholarships,  bonuses,  or

increased compensation  for

degrees/certificates?

 "What difference did it 

make?” 

• How  many  providers 

demonstrated an improvement 

in a  post -assessment  after

completing  their CCDF  quality 

funded coaching/mentoring 

plan?

• What  is  the  difference  in

workforce  retention  rates  for

people  who  accessed CCDF

funded scholarships,  bonuses,

or increased compensation  for

degrees/certificates?

• How  many  providers

accessed CCDF quality

funded

coaching/mentoring

services?

• How  many  people 

accessed CCDF quality

funded scholarships,

bonuses, or increased

compensation for

degrees/certificates?
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1. Training Emphasis: Measurable indicators can range from administrative data collection to

robust research questions. Some of your Lead Agency’s quality activities may be in

different phases of implementation and will have different kinds of measurable indicators.

These three organizing questions are taken from the Results Based Accountability

framework by Mark Friedman. They can support Lead Agencies by helping them think in

terms of outcomes, rather than just outputs. Source: Friedman, M. (2009). Trying hard is

not good enough: How to produce measurable improvements for customers and

communities. Booksurge.

2. Highlight: The connection to the QPR is around how these CCDF quality fund investments

contribute to the larger Lead Agency efforts around quality improvement activities.
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7.4:  Improving 
the Supply  and 
Quality  of 
Child Care 
Programs and 
Services for 
Infants and 
Toddlers 
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“Lead Agencies should also 

coordinate quality  activities with the 

statutory requirement to spend at 

least three percent of expenditures on 

improving quality  and access for 

infants and toddlers, beginning in FY  

2017” (§ 98.53). 

1. Preamble Insight: “Lead Agencies are encouraged to pay special attention to what is 

needed to enhance the supply of high-quality care for infants and toddlers in developing 

their quality investment framework and coordinate activities from the main and targeted 

set asides to use resources most effectively” (81 Fed. Reg. p. 67524). 

2. Training Emphasis: Lead Agencies can spend both their infant/toddler set-aside and 

regular quality funds on activities to improve the quality and supply of child care for 

infants and toddlers. 
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7.4: Improving the Supply  and Quality of Child Care  Programs  and Services  for Infants and Toddlers  

Strengthening  State  and  Territory  Infant/Toddler  

Child  Care  System  Policies  and  Practices:  A  Tool  

for  Advancing  Infant/Toddler  Child  Care  Quality 

This  tool  is designed  to support state child care leaders  

and infant/toddler  stakeholders  as they  assess, prioritize, 

plan, implement, and evaluate state policies  in order  to 

strengthen the quality  of child care services infants, 

toddlers, and their  families  receive. The tool  also helps  

infant/toddler  child care leaders  as they  create  strategies, 

policies, protocols, and systems. 

Visit https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/infant-toddler-
resource-guide/strengthening-infant-toddler-child-care-
policy-tool. 
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1. Highlights: This is a useful resource for Lead Agencies to use when determining how to 

invest their quality funds to support services for infants and toddlers. 
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7.4.1: Activities Implemented to Improve the Supply and Quality for Infants and Toddlers 

Activities available to improve the supply and quality of infant 

and toddler care. 

Licensed 

center-

based 

Legally 

exempt 

center-

based 

Licensed 

family child 

care home 

Legally 

exempt 

family child 

care home 

In-home care 

(care in the 

child’s own 
home) 

☐ a. Establishing or expanding high-quality community- or 

neighborhood-based family and child development centers. 

These centers can serve as resources to child care providers to 

improve the quality of early childhood services for infants and 

toddlers from low-income families and to improve eligible child 

care providers’ capacity to offer high-quality, age-appropriate 

care to infants and toddlers from low-income families. Describe: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

☐ b. Establishing or expanding the operation of community- or 

neighborhood-based family child care networks, 

or provider networks comprised of home-based providers, or 

small centers focused on expanding the supply of infant and 

toddler care. Describe: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
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1. Refinements: A table has been inserted to collect responses that can help Lead Agencies 

gain perspective on their provider types and their access to available activities to improve 

the supply and quality of infant/toddler care. 7.4.1(b) has been refined to include the 

statement “or provider networks comprised of home-based providers, or small centers 

focused on expanding the supply of infant and toddler care.” 7.4.1 includes the statement, 

“Establishing systems to collect real time data on available (vacant) slots in ECE settings, by 
age of child, quality level, and location of program.” 

2. Training Emphasis: Family child care networks may provide a unique opportunity to build 

supply for infants and toddlers, as many families chose this care setting for very young 

children. 

3. Highlights: This is just a portion of the table provided in 7.4.1. and is included to illustrate 

the layout of the table. 
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7.4.2: Examples of Measurable Indicators of Progress for Improving Quality and Supply for Infants and 
Toddlers 

"How well did we do it?” 

• How  many  quality  rated child

care programs  increased the 

number of  infants  and 

toddlers  they  serve  as  a 

result  of  these  quality  funds?

• How  many  child care

providers  who  accessed

quality  funded training or

professional  development 

reported changing  a 

classroom practice  based on 

the  training or professional 

development?

"What difference did it make?” 

• How  many  more  infants  and 

toddlers  accessing  CCDF child

care subsidies  are  attending 

quality  rated programs?

• How  many  child care providers 

who  received quality  funded

infant/toddler training or

professional  development 

demonstrated  increased 

assessment  scores  after

implementing  practices  and 

strategies  learned in training or

professional  development?

• How  many  child care

programs increased the 

number of  infants  and 

toddlers  they  serve  as  a 

result  of  these  quality 

funds?

• How  many  child care

providers  accessed

quality  funded training or

professional 

development  specific  to

infants  and  toddlers?
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1. Training Emphasis: A measurable indicator would be at any of these levels or on this

continuum. It can range from administrative data collection to robust research questions.

Some of your Lead Agency’s quality activities may be in different phases of

implementation and will have different kinds of measurable indicators.

39 

"“How much did we do?”"



                

“Child care resource and referral 

organizations should assist Lead Agencies 

in meeting the expanded requirements to 

provide information to families and help 

meet the new  purpose of increasing family  

engagement.” (81 FR, p. 67522) 
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7.5: Child  
Care  
Resource  
and Referral 
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While § 98.52 includes a list of activities 

that child care resource and referral 

agencies should carry out if they are 

funded by Lead Agencies, Lead Agencies 

do not have to limit their resource and 

referral related quality funds to those 

activities (81 FR, p. 67525) 

7.5.1:  What are the  services  provided by  the  local or regional child  care and  resource  and  referral 
agencies? 

Child  care resource  and  

referral  agencies play  varying  

roles across  the  nation. Within 

the  Preprint,  they  are  

mentioned  as  possible  

partners  in a variety  of  roles.  
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1. Training Emphasis: These responses should align with responses provided in section 1.7,

which addresses requirements outlined in 98.52.

2. Training Emphasis: In section 1, the question is asking about a “network” (system) of

CCR&R’s. Whereas section 7 is asking about the individual CCR&R agencies. If the Lead

Agency uses CCDF to fund the system (there is flexibility on whether to use CCDF to fund),

then the local CCR&R agencies must carry out the bulleted activities. Lead Agencies should

not check yes about having a system if the local CCR&Rs don’t complete these activities

3. Preamble Insight Related to Section 1 CCR&R Question: “§ 98.53(a)(5) of the final rule

reiterates statutory language to include establishing or expanding a

statewide system of child care resource and referral services as an

allowable quality activity.” (81 FR, p. 675

41 



        

                

   

     

      

 

  

“ ““ ”

7.5.2: Examples of Measurable Indicators of Progress for Child Care Resource and Referral 

"How well did we do it?” 

• How  many families

reported using the

information they  received

from the CCDF -funded

CCR&R agency to inform

their child care choice?

• How  many attendees at

the family child  care

recruitment program

reported that the program

was informative and

helpful?

"What difference did it make?” 

• How  many  families  reported

choosing a  high -quality  child 

care program, when one  was 

available  to them, because  of

the  materials  they  received

from  the  CCDF -funded

CCR&R agency?

• Of the  prospective  providers

who attended the family  child

care recruitment program,

how many  successfully 

applied for a  family  child  care

license?

"How much did we do?" 

• How  many  child care

referrals  were given to

families  in  the  past

year by  the  CCDF -

funded child  care

resource  and referral

(CCR&R) agency?

• How  many  prospective 

providers attended a 

family  child  care

recruitment program?
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1. Training Emphasis: A measurable indicator would be at any of these levels or on this

continuum. It can range from administrative data collection to robust research questions.

Some of your Lead Agency’s quality activities may be in different phases of

implementation and will have different kinds of measurable indicators.
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7.6.1: What strategies  does  your  state/territory  fund with CCDF 
quality  funds  to facilitate child care providers’  compliance with 
state/territory  requirements  for  inspection,  monitoring,  training,  and 
health and  safety,  and with state/territory  licensing  standards? 

7.6.2: Does  the  state/territory  provide  financial assistance to support  
child care providers  in complying  with minimum  health and  safety  
requirements? 

43 

7.6: 
Facilitating  
Compliance  
with State 
Standards 
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Examples  of strategies  identified  in  FY  2019–2021  include  the  

following: 

• Supporting  and  subsidizing  the  child  care licensing  division 

• Funding  fire  marshal  inspections 

• Offering free  health  and  safety  training  options  for providers 

• Developing  administrative  guides  to  accompany  the  child  care 

licensing  regulations 

• Providing  onsite  technical  assistance 

• Providing  start-up  grants  for new  providers 

1. Preamble Insight: “The final rule restates statutory language at § 98.53(a)(6) to include 

facilitating compliance with Lead Agency requirements for inspection, monitoring, training, 

and health and safety, and with licensing standards. While it is likely Lead Agencies will 

need to use quality funding for implementation and enforcement of the new minimum 

health and safety requirements for child care providers in the Act, we urge them to 

consider expenditures on this purpose foundational to enhancing quality and consider how 

these investments are a part of the States’ progress in improving the quality of child care 

available” (81 FR, p. 67525). 

2. Training Emphasis: It may be helpful to keep in mind that this is a subsection where Lead 

Agencies “get to tell their story.” Be sure to provide a full and succinct description of what 

your Lead Agency is doing that allows its stakeholders to gain a full picture, without having 

to search for information or draw their own conclusions. 
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7.6.3: Examples of Measurable Indicators of Progress for Supporting Child Care Providers in Complying with 
Minimum Health and Safety Requirements 

"How well did we do it?” 

• How  many child  care

providers reported they 

felt the quality  funded

financial  assistance  was 

helpful in increasing their

compliance with

minimum health and

safety  requirements  ?

"What difference did it 

make?” 

• How  many  and  what

percentage  of child  care

providers  demonstrated

increased compliance  with 

minimum  health  and  safety 

requirements  during 

monitoring  as  a  result of

CCDF quality  funded

financial assistance?

"How much did we do?" 

• How  many  child care

providers received

CCDF quality  funded

financial assistance  to

meet minimum  health 

and  safety 

requirements?
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1. Training Emphasis: A measurable indicator would be at any of these levels or on this

continuum. It can range from administrative data collection to robust research questions.

Some of your Lead Agency’s quality activities may be in different phases of

implementation and will have different kinds of measurable indicators.
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7.7:  Evaluating 
and Assessing 
the Quality  
and 
Effectiveness 
of Child Care 
Programs and 
Services 
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“Including evaluation as  an allowable quality  activity  

recognizes  that  evaluating progress may  take 

additional  investments, for which Lead Agencies  may  

use  quality  funds.  A  good  evaluation  design  can  provide  

information  critical to improving  a quality  initiative at  many  

points in  the  process  and increase the  odds  of  its ult imate 

success  (Government Accountability  Office, Child Care: 

States Have Undertaken  a Variety of  Quality Improvement 

Initiatives,  but  More Evaluations of  Effectiveness  Are 

Needed, GAO–02–897)”  (81  FR,  p. 67525) 

1. Preamble Insight: “The statutorily-allowable list of quality activities includes at § 
98.53(a)(7) evaluating and assessing the quality and effectiveness of child care programs 

and services offered, including evaluating how such programs positively impact children. 

This final rule at § 98.53(f)(3) requires Lead Agencies to report on the measures they will 

use to evaluate progress in improving the quality of child care programs and services. 

Including evaluation as an allowable quality activity recognizes that evaluating progress 

may take additional investments, for which Lead Agencies may use quality funds. A good 

evaluation design can provide information critical to improving a quality initiative at many 

points in the process and increase the odds of its ultimate success (Government 

Accountability Office, Child Care: States Have Undertaken a Variety of Quality 

Improvement Initiatives, but More Evaluations of Effectiveness Are Needed, GAO–02– 
897).” (81 FR, p. 67525) 
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7.7.1 Measuring  the Quality  and Effectiveness of Child Care Programs 
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"Evaluating and 
assessing the quality 
and effectiveness of 
child care programs and 
services offered, 
including evaluating 
how such programs 
positively impact 
children” (81 FR, p. 
67525). 

7.7.1:  Does  the  state/territory  measure  the q uality  and  

effectiveness  of  child  care programs  and s ervices  in 

both child care centers  and family  child care homes? 

☐ No 

☐ Yes.  If  yes,  describe  any  tools  used t o  measure 

child,  family,  teacher,  classroom,  or  provider  

improvements,  and h ow  the s tate/territory  

evaluates  how  those  tools  positively  impact  

children.  
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7.7.2: Examples of Measurable Indicators of Progress for Measuring the Quality and Effectiveness of Child Care 
Programs 

"How well did we do it?” 

• How  many child  care

providers who received

both a CCDF quality 

funded pre - and  post-

intervention program

level  assessment using a

research -based tool

found the assessment to

be helpful?

"What difference did it 

make?” 

• How  many child  care

providers demonstrated

increased scores on a

CCDF quality  funded

post -intervention program 

level  assessment?

"How much did we do?" 

• How  many  child care

providers received one 

CCDF quality  funded

program  level

assessment  using  a

research -based tool?
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1. Training Emphasis: A measurable indicator would be at any of these levels or on this

continuum. It can range from administrative data collection to robust research questions.

Some of your Lead Agency’s quality activities may be in different phases of

implementation and will have different kinds of measurable indicators.
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7.8.1:  Does  the state/territory  support  child care 

providers i n the voluntary  pursuit of accreditation? 

“In  order  to  gain accreditation,  child  care centers  and  

family  child care homes  must  meet  certain quality  

standards  outlined  by  accrediting  organizations.  Meeting  

these  standards  involves  upfront  investments  and c hanges  

to  programs  or  child-to-staff  ratios  which  increase  financial 

costs  to  programs.  Quality  funds  can  help providers  cover  

these  costs”  (81  FR,  p.  67525). 

48 

7.8: 
Accreditation  
Support 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND PLAN FY 2022–2024 | SECTION 7 

1. Refinement: The following was added to question 7.8.1(a): “Is accreditation available for 

programs serving infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and school-age children?” 

2. Training Emphasis: Accreditation should be completed by “a national accrediting body 
with demonstrated, valid, and reliable program standards of high quality” 

3. Preamble Insight: “The final rule restates statutory language at § 98.53(a)(8) supporting 

child care providers in the voluntary pursuit of accreditation by a national accrediting body 

with demonstrated, valid, and reliable program standards of high quality as an allowable 

quality activity. Accreditation is one way to differentiate the quality of child care providers. 

In order to gain accreditation, child care centers and family child care homes must meet 

certain quality standards outlined by accrediting organizations. Meeting these standards 

involves upfront investments and changes to programs or child-to-staff ratios, which 

increase financial costs to programs. Quality funds can help providers cover these costs” 
(81 FR, p. 67525). 
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7.8.2:  Examples  of Measurable  Indicators  of Progress  for Supporting  the  Pursuit of Accreditation 
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"How well did we do it?” 

• How  many child  care

providers were satisfied

with the CCDF quality

funded supports offered

to them  in support of

becoming accredited?

"What difference did it 

make?” 

• How  many child  care

providers achieved

accreditation by a

national  accrediting body

as  a result of CCDF

quality  funded supports?

"How much did we do?" 

• How  many  child  care

providers  received

CCDF quality  funded

support to pursue 

accreditation by  a 

national accrediting 

body?

1. Training Emphasis: A measurable indicator would be at any of these levels or on

this continuum. It can range from administrative data collection to robust research

questions. Some of your Lead Agency’s quality activities may be in different phases

of implementation and will have different kinds of measurable indicators.
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“We recommend Lead  Agencies look to 

Head Start for strong program standards 

in comprehensive services and consider 

how  these standards may be translated 

into State and local strategies to deliver  a 

similar array  of services to families and 

children in child care” (81 FR, p. 67525). 
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7.9: 

Program 
Standards 
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1. Preamble Insight: “The final rule restates statutory language at § 98.53(a)(9) supporting 

Lead Agency or local efforts to develop or adopt high-quality program standards relating to 

health, mental health, nutrition, physical activity, and physical development for children as 

an allowable quality activity. We recommend Lead Agencies look to Head Start for strong 

program standards in comprehensive services and consider how these standards may be 

translated into State and local strategies to deliver a similar array of services to families 

and children in child care. Half of children receiving CCDF are under the Federal Poverty 

Line and would qualify for Head Start. This could include adding the standards to licensing, 

encouraging standards through QRIS, or embedding them in the requirements of grants or 

contracts for direct services. We encourage Lead Agencies that choose to use their quality 

funds for this activity to focus on research-based standards and work with specialists to 

develop age-appropriate standards in these areas” (81 FR, p. 67525). 
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“

7.9.1:  Describe  how  the s tate/territory  

supports  state/territory  or  local efforts  to  

develop  or  adopt  high-quality  program  

standards,  including standards  for  

a. infants  and t oddlers,

b. preschoolers, 

c. and/or  school-age  children.
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"We encourage Lead Agencies 

that choose to use their quality 

funds for this activity to focus on 

research based standards and 

work with specialists to develop 

age appropriate standards in 

these areas. (81 FR, p. 67525) 

7.9.1:  Developing  or Adopting  High-Quality  Program  Standards 
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7.9.2:  Examples  of Measurable  Indicators  of Progress  for Developing  or Adopting  High-Quality  Program  
Standards 
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"How well did we do it? "

• What percentage  of

programs  adopted the 

high -quality  standards?

"What difference did it 

make?” 

• How  have  the  adopted

program standards 

improved the  care and 

education provided to

children?

"How much did we do?" 

• How  many  high -quality 

program  standards 

were developed or

adopted?

1. Training Emphasis: A measurable indicator would be at any of these levels or on

this continuum. It can range from administrative data collection to robust research

questions. Some of your Lead Agency’s quality activities may be in different phases

of implementation and will have different kinds of measurable indicators.
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“This  tenth allowable activity  provides  Lead  Agencies  flexibility  to 

invest  in quality  activities  that  best  suit  the  needs  of  parents,  

children,  and providers  in their  area  ...  we encourage Lead  

Agencies  to experiment  with the  types  of  quality  activities  in which 

they  invest.  However,  it  is  critical that  Lead  Agencies  ensure that  

these new  quality  activities  are focused  and represent  a smart  

investment  of  limited  resources,  which is w hy  any  activity  that  falls  

in the  ‘other’  category  must  have measurable outcomes  that  relate 

to provider  preparedness,  child safety,  child well-being,  or  entry  to 

kindergarten”  ( 81 FR,  p. 67525). 
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7.10.1: 

Other Quality  
Improvement 
Activities 
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1. Preamble Insight: “This tenth allowable activity provides Lead Agencies flexibility to invest 
in quality activities that best suit the needs of parents, children, and providers in their 

area. Over the years, Lead Agencies have been innovative in how they spent their quality 

funds, creating novel ways for improving quality of care, such as QRIS, that are now widely 

used tools for quality improvement. Therefore, we encourage Lead Agencies to 

experiment with the types of quality activities in which they invest. However, it is critical 

that Lead Agencies ensure that these new quality activities are focused and represent a 

smart investment of limited resources, which is why any activity that falls in the ‘‘other’’ 

category must have measurable outcomes that relate to provider preparedness, child 

safety, child well-being, or entry to kindergarten” (81 FR. 67525). 

2. Highlight: In the Preamble, this 10th option for quality fund spending is identified as 

“carrying out other activities, including implementing consumer education provisions, 

determined by the Lead Agency” (81 FR, p. 67525). In FY 2019–2021, several Lead 

Agencies indicated that they did use funds to develop and implement public engagement 

campaigns on the importance of quality in child care. 
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