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Technical Bulletin for the Childcare.gov Data 
Dictionary (version 1.0) 

Overview 

The 2014 reauthorization of the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) calls for the 
development of a national child care website (childcare.gov) to disseminate family-friendly, publicly 
available child care consumer education information for parents, providers, and the general public to help 
families access safe, high-quality child care services in their communities. This document is intended to 
be used in conjunction with the Data Dictionary (https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-
project#step2) to define the data standards required for childcare.gov. It should serve as the principal 
source of guidance that States and Territories use to plan for submitting data to childcare.gov. The 
childcare.gov team will prepare additional technical bulletins on an ongoing basis to provide additional 
guidance on adhering to the data standards required for childcare.gov and to identify any changes that 
may be made to those standards in the future.  

What Can Your State or Territory Do Next? 

The Office of Child Care will be developing childcare.gov in phases. Your State or Territory can use this 
technical bulletin in conjunction with the Data Dictionary to do the following: 

■ Inform existing or planned data system enhancements and look for opportunities for alignment of data 
elements with the childcare.gov data standards. 

■ Inform efforts to enhance your State or Territory’s child care search engine by using this technical 
bulletin to identify possible data elements that could be incorporated. 

■ Inform efforts to expand the data that are included in your State or Territory’s child care search tool by 
using this technical bulletin to support the development of common data standards that could be 
applied across multiple early childhood data systems. 

■ Identify how well the proposed data element values map to the data elements for your State or 
Territory’s child care search tool. 

■ Provide input and recommendations for future versions of the childcare.gov Data Dictionary and 
identify issues that could be addressed in future technical bulletins. Please send any comments to 
askchildcaregov@icf.com. 

  

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project#step2
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project#step2
mailto:askchildcaregov@icf.com
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Provider Privacy and Data Elements 

The following tables include each of the data elements that have been incorporated into the design for 
childcare.gov, along with a definition of each element, technical guidance, and the priority level of each 
element. States and Territories are encouraged to share with childcare.gov the same data that they 
already make publicly available.  

In some instances, State and Territories may not be able to share data because of data privacy concerns; 
specifically, concerns related to personally identifiable information for family child care providers. As 
described in the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Final Rule, Lead Agencies with concerns 
regarding providers’ privacy have the option of using a unique identifier, such as a licensing number, in 
provider profiles. Lead Agencies also may choose to provide only limited information about providers—
such as provider name and zip code—to make it easy for parents to identify their chosen provider without 
posting providers’ full addresses. States and Territories can share with childcare.gov what is made 
publicly available through their websites and childcare.gov will dynamically display those data elements.  

Technical Guidance 

To support optimum alignment between state and national search tools, any data submitted to 
childcare.gov should adhere as closely as possible to the data standards detailed in the remainder of this 
document. The technical guidance in the following table provides information on the following:  

 Data element number and name: The first column includes the number and name of each data 
element.  

 Data element type: The second column includes the type of data element (characters, dollar 
amount, numbers, or specific numbers listed in the Data Element Values column). 

 Data element size: The third column lists the size (number of digits or characters) of the data 
element.  

 Data element format: The fourth column indicates the format for numeric values. Certain fields 
can contain multiple values separated by commas (as noted by #,#,# ...). Otherwise, each field 
should contain only one value. 

 Data element values: The fifth column indicates the acceptable range of data values. All values 
must occur within this range. 

 Priority level: The sixth column indicates the priority level for each data element. Data elements 
that are labeled as “required” are the minimum data elements required for successful connection 
with childcare.gov. Data elements that are labeled as “needed” are elements that States and 
Territories are strongly encouraged to submit, when available, to improve information for families. 
Data elements that are labeled as “desired” are elements that States may want to consider 
collecting and sharing with childcare.gov in the future.  

 Internal consistency standard: The seventh column lists the standards for consistency among 
related elements. These standards reflect logical relationships. For example, the Program 
Licensed Capacity – Infant data element (element 13) should only contain a value if the Ages 
Licensed to Serve data element (element 18) contains a value of “1” for infant. 
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 Desired guidance: The eighth column further defines each data element and provides additional 
guidance on reporting data elements. 

Please see Table 1 in this document for the technical guidance on the data elements in the Data 
Dictionary (Version 1.0).  
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Frequently Asked Technical Questions 

The childcare.gov team has compiled a Frequently Asked Questions document 
(https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project#step2). Key questions from that document 
related to data and information technology are listed below:  

1. Do States and Territories have to share data with childcare.gov, or can they just provide links 
to existing search tools that they have developed? 

Section 98.33(e) of the Final Rule adds a requirement for Lead Agencies to provide linkages to 
databases related to the consumer education requirements at paragraph (a), including a zip-code-
based list of licensed and license-exempt child care providers, information about the quality of 
available child care providers, if available, and health and safety records, including monitoring and 
inspection reports. 

States and Territories can share provider data with childcare.gov through a comma separated value 
(CSV) file or an application programming interface (API) connection. These two data sharing options 
allow families seeking child care to have access to all the features that have been built into 
childcare.gov, providing them with a user-friendly experience that leads them to information that is 
easy to understand. They will have access to location- and route-based searches, including searches 
by public transportation route. They will also have access to detailed provider information and the 
ability to compare features across providers and share information via social media within their 
trusted networks.  

2. What provider information is needed from my State to post on childcare.gov? 

The CCDF final rule requires childcare.gov to provide consumers, directly or through linkages to State 
data sources, with the following minimum information and services: (1) a localized list of all eligible 
child care providers, differentiating between licensed and licensed-exempt providers; and (2) 
provider-specific information from a quality rating and improvement system (QRIS) or information 
about other quality indicators, to the extent that such information is publicly available and practicable.  

The Data Dictionary and Technical Bulletin include the data elements that have been incorporated 
into the design for childcare.gov based on research on child care decisionmaking, feedback from 
family focus groups, State and Territories who participated in the Data Dictionary pilot, and other 
stakeholder input. However, States and Territories are not expected to provide data for each element, 
as the amount of data that can be shared varies across the nation. Instead, States and Territories are 
encouraged to share with childcare.gov the same data that they already make publicly available 
through their existing search tools. The Data Dictionary and Technical Bulletin provide suggested 
guidance on the prioritization of data elements to be shared with childcare.gov.  

3. Is childcare.gov only for licensed child care providers, or will it include other types of early 
childhood programs? 

According to the requirements in the CCDBG reauthorization and final rule, childcare.gov is required 
to provide consumers, directly or through linkages to State data sources, a localized list of all eligible 
child care providers, differentiating between licensed and licensed-exempt providers. States may 
share data on both licensed and licensed-exempt providers, such as school-based preschool 
programs, religious programs that may be exempt from licensing, and Head Start programs that may 
be located in facilities that are exempt from child care licensing regulations.  

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project#step2
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4. How much staff time will it take for my State or Territory to support the data collection effort 
for childcare.gov? 

The childcare.gov design team is working with the Office of Child Care to conduct a validation and 
pilot of childcare.gov and will be developing estimates for time commitments based on feedback 
collected through the pilot. Based on the information collected through the pilot so far, the level of 
effort to prepare an initial CSV file with the information required for childcare.gov ranged from 6 to 45 
hours. This estimate does not include the level of effort required to automate the transfer of the data 
or establish connections through an API.  

5. Are addresses a required data component for posting? 

In some States and Territories, providers are not required to make their addresses available to the 
public. This is a desired data element for childcare.gov. However, if this information is not available 
for your State, childcare.gov will not display it.  

6. Will family child care providers have their names and addresses published on childcare.gov? 

In some States and Territories, family child care providers are not required to make their names or 
addresses available to the public. While these are desired data elements for childcare.gov, if they are 
not made publicly available in your State or Territory, childcare.gov will not display them in the 
provider listings. 

7. How will childcare.gov standardize provider data across varying State systems? 

After collecting sample data and feedback from pilot States and Territories in 2016, the childcare.gov 
team prepared the Data Dictionary, which defines the standard data elements that childcare.gov will 
use, as well as this Technical Bulletin, which provides detailed guidance for each data element. 
These resources are available to all States and Territories to support their efforts to share data with 
childcare.gov and can be found on the Child Care Technical Assistance (CCTA) resource page at 
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project. 

8. How frequently will childcare.gov update provider information? 

The frequency of updates will depend upon the data sharing option that each State or Territory 
selects. For States and Territories that share data using the CSV file option, the updates are 
expected to be on a daily basis, except for any States whose systems are updated on a less frequent 
basis. For States and Territories that share data using the API option, data may be updated on a real-
time basis.  

9. Will there be a mechanism to update provider information on childcare.gov to reflect any 
closures, revocations, or to remove those providers that have been sanctioned?  

All the provider data displayed on childcare.gov will be based on what States make available and 
share with the national website. We anticipate that States using an API or a CSV file will update 
provider information at least nightly.  

10. What is the development schedule and timeline for the launch of childcare.gov? 

The childcare.gov team will be rolling out a series of internal releases that will allow pilot States and 
Territories to review the site and conduct testing. The first release was in January 2017 and additional 
releases are planned for May and August of 2017. After the internal releases and testing, 
childcare.gov is scheduled to be available for all States and Territories.  

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project
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11. Will childcare.gov be able to use information from my current State website or system? If so, 
how? 

Each State and Territory will decide the source of the data used to populate childcare.gov. Some 
States may choose to have their child care resource and referral (CCR&R) statewide network provide 
the data, and others may use data that has been aggregated by the CCDF Lead Agency. 
Childcare.gov will use information from State sites, including using CSV file formats or web service 
APIs. 

12. What staff from our State or Territory should be involved in coding and testing our CSV or API 
data transfers? 

Software engineers with a background in REST API development and database integration skills 
should be involved in coding and testing the CSV or API data transfers. 

13. Will childcare.gov include geocode data? 

Childcare.gov will use Google’s API for location-based information included in the search feature. 

14. What is the system of record for the data presented on childcare.gov? 

Each State and Territory is the system of record for the data included on childcare.gov.  

15. What resources will childcare.gov make available to support State and Territory technical 
teams? 

The childcare.gov team will work directly with States, Territories, and other designated partners (such 
as CCR&R and United Way agencies) to collect data to populate childcare.gov. States and Territories 
should review the Data Dictionary, Technical Bulletin and other resources to inform their plans to 
share data with childcare.gov. The above resources are available on the CCTA resource page at 
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project.  

16. What support is available to States to support the web service API? 

API functionalities and documentation will be available with Release 2. Please check the CCTA 
resource page (https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project) for updates and 
additional technical documents. 

If You Have Questions 

Please visit the CCTA resource page to learn more and access other materials on childcare.gov. If you 
have questions, email askchildcaregov@icf.com.  

 

https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project
mailto:askchildcaregov@icf.com
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Table 1. Overview of Data Elements: General Program and Contact Information 

Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard Desired Guidance 

1. Unique Program 
ID 

Character 25 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Required None Unique identifier given to a 
child care program by the 
regulatory agency or partner 
agency. 

The number should be 
present for all child care 
programs, regardless of 
whether or not they are 
licensed. This number will not 
be displayed on the 
childcare.gov website and will 
be used only for internal 
tracking purposes. 

2. Program Name Character 100 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Required  None Enter the name of the facility 
as provided by the regulatory 
agency or partner agency. 
For family child care 
programs that do not have a 
“doing business as” name, 
enter the first and last names 
if the program allows the 
name to be made publicly 
available. All alphanumeric 
characters allowed. 

3. Program 
Address Street 
Number 

Character 100 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Required  None Enter the street number for 
the location of the facility as 
provided by the regulatory 
agency or partner agency. 
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Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
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Standard Desired Guidance 
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4. Program 
Address Street 
Name 

Character 100 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Required  None Enter the street address for 
the location of the facility as 
provided by the regulatory 
agency or partner agency. 

5. Program City Character 50 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Required  None Enter the city or town in which 
the facility is located. 

6. Program State Number 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

2 ## Use the 2-digit 
FIPS numeric 
state code 
available at 
https://www.censu
s.gov/geo/referen
ce/ansi_statetable
s.html  

Required  None Enter the State in which the 
facility is located. 

7. Program Zip 
Code 

Number 5 ##### Use the 5-digit 
FIPS postal code 
available at 
https://www.censu
s.gov/geo/referen
ce/ansi_statetable
s.html 

Required  None Enter postal code in which 
the facility is located. 

8. Program County Character 50 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Needed None Enter the county in which the 
facility is located. 

9. Program 
Website Link 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Needed None Enter the URL for the website 
created by the child care 
facility as provided by the 
regulatory agency or partner 
agency, if available. 

https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ansi_statetables.html
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Data Element 
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Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
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10. Program Email Character 50 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Needed None Enter the email address that 
a parent would use to contact 
the program. 

11. Program Phone 
Number 

Character 12 ###-###-
#### 

- Needed None Enter the phone number that 
a parent would call to reach 
the program. 

12. Program Phone 
Number 
Extension 

Character 20 # ... - Needed None Enter the phone extension, if 
required, that a parent would 
call to reach the program. 

13. Program 
Licensed 
Capacity – Infant 

Number 4 #### - Desired Include a value 
for this element 
only if element 
18 includes a 1 
and element 19 
is equal to 1 or 3. 

Enter the total number of 
children for which the facility 
is legally allowed to provide 
care, based on the State’s 
definition of infant. 

Family child care capacity 
should not be entered here. 
Use data element 17 to enter 
total capacity for family child 
care. 

14. Program 
Licensed 
Capacity – 
Toddler 

Number 4 #### - Desired Include a value 
for this element 
only if element 
18 includes a 2 
and element 19 
is equal to 1 or 3. 

Enter the total number of 
children for which the facility 
is legally allowed to provide 
care, based on the State’s 
definition of toddler.  

Family child care capacity 
should not be entered here. 
Use data element 17 to enter 
total capacity for family child 
care. 
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Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard Desired Guidance 
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15. Program 
Licensed 
Capacity – 
Preschool 

Number 4 #### - Desired Include a value 
for this element 
only if element 
18 includes a 3 
and element 19 
is equal to 1 or 3. 

Enter the total number of 
children for which the facility 
is legally allowed to provide 
care, based on the State’s 
definition of preschool age. 

Family child care capacity 
should not be entered here. 
Use data element 17 to enter 
total capacity for family child 
care. 

16. Program 
Licensed 
Capacity – 
School Age 

Number 4 #### - Desired Include a value 
for this element 
only if element 
18 includes a 4 
and element 19 
is equal to 1 or 3. 

Enter the total number of 
children for which the facility 
is legally allowed to provide 
care, based on the State’s 
definition of school age. 

Family child care capacity 
should not be entered here. 
Use data element 17 to enter 
total capacity for family child 
care. 

17. Program 
Licensed 
Capacity – Total 

Number 4 #### - Required  If element 13, 14, 
15, or 16 is 
positive, do not 
include a value 
for this element. 

Enter the total number of 
children for which the facility 
is legally allowed to provide 
care. 

For family child care 
providers, use this field to 
enter the total licensed 
capacity.  
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Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
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Standard Desired Guidance 
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18. Ages Licensed 
to Serve 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=Infant 

2=Toddler 

3=Preschool 

4=School age 

Required  None Enter the value that matches 
the age group(s) for which the 
program is legally able to 
provide care. Separate each 
value with a comma. 

19. Program/Facility 
Type 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

1 # Select one of the 
following values: 

1=Center-based 
care 

2=Family child 
care 

3=Group care 

Required  None Enter the value that matches 
the type of facility in which the 
child care program is located. 
Identifies whether a child care 
program is in a commercial 
setting or a home setting. 

20. License Type Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

1 # Select one of the 
following values: 

1=Licensed 

2=Registered 

3=License exempt 

Required  None Enter the value that identifies 
how the program is regulated 
by a state agency or partner 
agency. Licensed programs 
are regulated or certified by a 
state licensing agency. 
Registered programs are 
required to register with a 
state agency or partner 
agency. Exempt programs 
can legally operate without 
being licensed or registered. 
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21. Licensing 
Inspection 
Reports Links 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Needed None Enter the URL link to state 
licensing inspection reports 
on the child care program. 
One of three types of URL 
links can be submitted: 
(1) direct link to program-
specific report, (2) link to 
program profile that includes 
direct link to program-specific 
report, or (3) link to child care 
licensing search tool.  

22. Licensing 
Complaints 
Links 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Needed None Enter the URL link to state 
licensing complaint reports on 
the child care program. One 
of three types of URL links 
can be submitted: (1) direct 
link to program-specific 
report, (2) link to program 
profile that includes direct link 
to program-specific report, or 
(3) link to child care licensing 
search tool.  
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23. Licensing 
Enforcement 
Actions Links 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Needed None Enter the URL link to state 
licensing enforcement action 
reports on the child care 
program. One of three types 
of URL links can be 
submitted: (1) direct link to 
program-specific report, 
(2) link to program profile that 
includes direct link to 
program-specific report, or (3) 
link to child care licensing 
search tool.  

24. License Number Character 50 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Required None Enter the program license 
number issued by the State.  

If the program is exempt from 
licensing, the element should 
be left blank unless the 
license number is also 
publicly posted on the State 
or Territory search tool. 

25. Program Social 
Media Link – 
Twitter 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Desired None Enter the URL link to the 
program’s existing Twitter 
page as provided by the 
regulatory agency or partner 
agency.  

26. Program Social 
Media Link – 
Facebook 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Desired None Enter the URL link to the 
program’s existing Facebook 
page as provided by the 
regulatory agency or partner 
agency.  
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27. Program Social 
Media Link – 
Instagram 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Desired None Enter the URL link to the 
program’s existing Instagram 
page as provided by the 
regulatory agency or partner 
agency.  

28. Program Social 
Media Link – 
YouTube 

Character 500 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Desired None Enter the URL link to the 
program’s existing YouTube 
page as provided by the 
regulatory agency or partner 
agency.  
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Table 2. Overview of Data Elements: Information on Quality Ratings 

Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 
Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 
Standard Desired Guidance 

29. Quality Rating* Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

1 - Select one of the 
following values: 

1=QRIS level 1 

2=QRIS level 2 

3=QRIS level 3 

4=QRIS level 4 

5=QRIS level 5 

6=QRIS level 6 

991=Participating 
but not rated 

992=Not 
participating but 
eligible 

993=Not eligible 
to participate 

Needed None Enter the value that 
represents the program’s 
current rating from a quality 
rating and improvement 
system.  

                                                      

* The childcare.gov team is currently developing a state-level, regional-level, and county-level reference table that will include additional 
information about each State and Territory’s quality rating and improvement system (QRIS). Data from this field will be combined with data from 
the reference table so each provider’s quality rating is provided within the context of the State or Territory’s QRIS configuration. For example, 
results will show whether the provider is allowed to participate; whether rating levels are stars, numbers, levels, letters, or another symbol; the 
name of the QRIS; and any logo used by the QRIS. More information about the data collected in this reference table will be provided in the future. 
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Table 3. Overview of Data Elements: Information on Program Features 

Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard Desired Guidance 

30. Participation in 
Local, State, or 
Federal 
Programs  

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=Participates in 
Head Start 

2=Participates in 
state preschool 
program 

3=Accepts state-
funded child care 
assistance; e.g., 
contracts, 
vouchers, 
scholarships 

4=Accepts private 
scholarships; e.g., 
United Way 
scholarships 

Needed None Enter the categories for the 
types of state and federal 
programs (including child 
care subsidy programs) in 
which the child care program 
participates. Separate each 
value with a comma. 

31. Languages 
Spoken by Staff 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=English 

2=American Sign 
Language 

3=Arabic 

4=Armenian 

5=Chinese 

6=French 

Needed None Enter the value(s) for the 
languages spoken by the 
child care facility staff. 
Separate each value with a 
comma. 
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Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard Desired Guidance 

7=French Creole 

8=German 

9=Greek 

10=Gujarat 

11=Hebrew 

12=Hindi 

13=Hmong 

14=Hungarian 

15=Italian 

16=Japanese 

17=Korean 

18=Laotian 

19=Mon-Khmer, 
Cambodian 

20=Navajo 

21=Persian 

22=Polish 

23=Portuguese 

24=Russian 

25=Scandinavian 
languages 

26=Serbo-
Croatian 

27=Spanish 

28=Tagalog 

29=Thai 

30=Urdu 
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31=Vietnamese 

32=Yiddish 

32. Curriculum Used Character 100 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Desired None Enter the type of curriculum 
the program uses. 

33. Child 
Assessment 
Used 

Character 100 - All alphanumeric 
characters 
allowed 

Desired None Enter the type of child 
assessment(s) the program 
uses. 

34. Environmental 
Features 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=No pets 

2=Fenced-in play 
area 

3=Handicap 
accessible 

4=Separated play 
areas 

5=Smoke-free 
environment 

Needed None Enter the values for the 
environmental features of the 
program, such no pets, 
fenced-in play area, handicap 
accessible, and separated 
play areas. Separate each 
value with a comma. 

35. Meal Options Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=Breakfast 

2=Lunch 

3=Dinner 

4=Morning snack 

Needed None Enter the values for the types 
of meals available to children. 
Separate each value with a 
comma. 
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5=Afternoon 
snack 

6=Child and Adult 
Care Food 
Program 

36. Accreditation Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=National 
Association for 
the Education of 
Young Children 
2=National 
Association for 
Family Child Care 
3=Council on 
Accreditation  
4=American 
Camp Association 
5=National Early 
Childhood 
Program 
Accreditation 
6=National 
Accreditation 
Commission for 
Early Care and 
Education 
Programs 
7=Association for 
Christian Schools 
International 

Needed None Enter the values for the types 
of national accreditation that 
the program has achieved. 
Separate each value with a 
comma. 
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8=American 
Montessori 
Society 
9=Accredited 
Professional 
Preschool 
Learning 
Environment 
10=Association 
Montessori 
International/USA 
11=Association of 
Waldorf Schools 
of North America 
12=Commission 
on Accreditation 
of Rehabilitation 
Facilities: Child 
and Youth 
Services 
Standards 
13=Green Apple 
Accreditation 
Services 
14=International 
Christian 
Accrediting 
15= Council on 
Accreditation- 
After School 
Programs   
16=Academy for 
Early Childhood 
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Program 
Accreditation 
17=National 
Council for Private 
School 
Accreditation 
18=Montessori 
School 
Accreditation 
Commission 
19=Southern 
Association of 
Colleges and 
Schools 
20=Other Type of 
National 
Accreditation 

37. Training and 
Experience to 
Support Special 
Needs 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=Developmental 
delay 

2=Emotional or 
behavioral 

3=Hearing 
impairment 

4=Visual 
impairment 

5=Physical 
challenges 

6=Special health 
needs 

Needed None Enter the values for the types 
of training and experience 
that program staff have 
regarding accommodating 
children with special needs. 
Separate each value with a 
comma. 
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7=Speech 
impairment 

38. Transportation 
Options 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=On school 
transportation 
route 

2=Near public 
transportation 

3=Program 
transportation 
provided 

Needed None Enter the values for the types 
of transportation options 
available to children in care. 
Separate each value with a 
comma. 

 

Table 4. Overview of Data Elements: Information on Operating Schedules 

Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard 

Desired Guidance 

39. Yearly Schedule Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one of the 
following values: 

1=Full year 

2=School year 

3=Summer only 

Needed None Enter the values for the 
portion of the year during 
which the program provides 
care for children. Separate 
each value with a comma. 
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40. Daily Opening 
Time – Sunday 

Character 5 HH:MM - Required  If this element 
contains a 
positive value, 
element 47 must 
include a value. 

Enter the earliest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility opens across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute. 

41. Daily Opening 
Time – Monday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If this element 
contains a 
positive value, 
element 48 must 
include a value. 

Enter the earliest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility opens across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

42. Daily Opening 
Time – Tuesday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If this element 
contains a 
positive value, 
element 49 must 
include a value. 

Enter the earliest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility opens across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

43. Daily Opening 
Time – 
Wednesday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If this element 
contains a 
positive value, 
element 50 must 
include a value. 

Enter the earliest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility opens across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

44. Daily Opening 
Time – Thursday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If this element 
contains a 
positive value, 
element 51 must 
include a value. 

Enter the earliest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility opens across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  
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45. Daily Opening 
Time – Friday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If this element 
contains a 
positive value, 
element 52 must 
include a value. 

Enter the earliest time of day 
(local time) hat the child care 
facility opens across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

46. Daily Opening 
Time – Saturday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If this element 
contains a 
positive value, 
element 53 must 
include a value. 

Enter the earliest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility opens across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

47. Daily Closing 
Time – Sunday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If element 40 
contains a 
positive value, 
this element 
must include a 
value. 

Enter the latest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility closes across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

48. Daily Closing 
Time – Monday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If element 41 
contains a 
positive value, 
this element 
must include a 
value. 

Enter the latest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility closes across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute. 

49. Daily Closing 
Time – Tuesday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If element 42 
contains a 
positive value, 
this element 
must include a 
value. 

Enter the latest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility closes across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  
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Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 
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Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard 

Desired Guidance 

50. Daily Closing 
Time – 
Wednesday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If element 43 
contains a 
positive value, 
this element 
must include a 
value. 

Enter the latest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility closes across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

51. Daily Closing 
Time – Thursday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If element 44 
contains a 
positive value, 
this element 
must include a 
value. 

Enter the latest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility closes across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

52. Daily Closing 
Time – Friday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If element 45 
contains a 
positive value, 
this element 
must include a 
value. 

Enter the latest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility closes across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  

53. Daily Closing 
Time – Saturday 

Character 

5 

HH:MM - Required  If element 46 
contains a 
positive value, 
this element 
must include a 
value. 

Enter the latest time of day 
(local time) that the child care 
facility closes across all shifts. 
Enter time in military time 
format, where “HH” is hour 
and “MM” is minute.  
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54. Special 
Schedules 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=Evening 

2=Overnight 

3=Weekends 

4=Holidays 

5=Sick care 

6=Drop-in care 

Needed None Enter the values for the 
specific schedules that the 
program can accommodate. 
Separate each value with a 
comma.  

 

Table 5. Overview of Data Elements: Information on Tuition and Fees 

Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard 

Desired Guidance 

55. Tuition – Infant – 
Hourly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

5 ##.## - Needed None Enter the highest hourly 
tuition charged for infants 
before any discounts or 
subsidies are applied. 

56. Tuition – Infant – 
Daily 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest daily tuition 
charged for infants before any 
discounts or subsidies are 
applied. 



Childcare.gov Technical Bulletin (version 1.0) March 2017 

 

Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard 

Desired Guidance 

Childcare.gov 27 

57. Tuition – Infant – 
Weekly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest weekly 
tuition charged for infants 
before any discounts or 
subsidies are applied. 

58. Tuition – Infant – 
Monthly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

7 ####.## - Needed None Enter the highest monthly 
tuition charged for infants 
before any discounts or 
subsidies are applied.  

59. Tuition – 
Toddler – Hourly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

5 ##.## - Needed None Enter the highest hourly 
tuition charged for toddlers 
before any discounts or 
subsidies are applied. 

60. Tuition – 
Toddler – Daily 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest daily tuition 
charged for toddlers before 
any discounts or subsidies 
are applied. 

61. Tuition – 
Toddler – 
Weekly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest weekly 
tuition charged for toddlers 
before any discounts or 
subsidies are applied. 

62. Tuition – 
Toddler – 
Monthly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

7 ####.## - Needed None Enter the highest monthly 
tuition charged for toddlers 
before any discounts or 
subsidies are applied. 

63. Tuition – 
Preschool – 
Hourly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

5 ##.## - Needed None Enter the highest hourly 
tuition charged for 
preschoolers before any 
discounts or subsidies are 
applied. 
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64. Tuition – 
Preschool – 
Daily 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest daily tuition 
charged for preschoolers 
before any discounts or 
subsidies are applied. 

65. Tuition – 
Preschool – 
Weekly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest weekly 
tuition charged for 
preschoolers before any 
discounts or subsidies are 
applied. 

66. Tuition – 
Preschool – 
Monthly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

7 ####.## - Needed None Enter the highest monthly 
tuition charged for 
preschoolers before any 
discounts or subsidies are 
applied. 

67. Tuition – School 
Age – Hourly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

5 ##.## - Needed None Enter the highest hourly 
tuition charged for school-age 
children before any discounts 
or subsidies are applied. 

68. Tuition – School 
Age – Daily 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest daily tuition 
charged for school-age 
children before any discounts 
or subsidies are applied. 

69. Tuition – School 
Age – Weekly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

6 ###.## - Needed None Enter the highest weekly 
tuition charged for school-age 
children before any discounts 
or subsidies are applied. 

70. Tuition – School 
Age – Monthly 

Dollar 
amount 
(2 decimal 
places) 

7 ####.## - Needed None Enter the highest monthly 
tuition charged for school-age 
children before any discounts 
or subsidies are applied. 



Childcare.gov Technical Bulletin (version 1.0) March 2017 

 

Data Element 
Number and Name 

Data 
Element 

Type 

Data 
Element 

Size 

Data 
Element 
Format 

(numeric 
fields only) 

Data Element 
Values 

Priority 
Level 

Internal 
Consistency 

Standard 

Desired Guidance 

Childcare.gov 29 

71. Discounts 
Available 

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=Discount 
provided for 
siblings 

2=Discounts 
provided for 
employees 

3=Discounts 
provided on a 
sliding scale 

4=Discounts 
provided for 
parents in military 
service 

Needed None Enter the values for the types 
of discounts available to 
parents (e.g., sibling 
discounts, employee 
discounts). Separate each 
value with a comma. 

72. Additional 
Deposits and 
Fees  

Number(s) 
listed in 
data 
element 
values 

- #,#,# … Select one or 
more of the 
following values: 

1=Registration fee 

2=Late fee 

3=Extended care 
fee 

4=Waitlist fee 

5=Materials fee 

6=Activities fee 

Needed None Enter the values for the types 
of deposits and fees parents 
must pay. Separate each 
value with a comma. 
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Childcare.gov 

askchildcaregov@icf.com 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ 

This document was developed with funds from Contract # HHSP233201500071I, Order # HHSP23337006T, for the U.S Department of Health and 
Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Child Care. This resource may be duplicated for noncommercial uses without 
permission. 


	Overview
	What Can Your State or Territory Do Next?
	Provider Privacy and Data Elements
	Technical Guidance
	Frequently Asked Technical Questions
	If You Have Questions

